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PRESIDENT’S  CORNER

President’s Report 2011 

 

Another year and the Coast Guard Heritage Museum has withstood the poor 

economy and high utility costs to keep our doors open. Of course it would not 

happen if it was not for our loyal supporters and visitors for the 2010 season.  

A thank you also has to go to the 1st Coast Guard District Chief Jeff Hall and PO 

Connie Terrell who have created a display in the 1st District building with 

changing displays every couple of months focusing on past Coast Guard history.  

The Chief Petty Officers of Cape Cod & Islands is having the new CPO’s each year 

for the Chief’s Call To Initiation [CCTI ] come to the Coast Guard Heritage 

Museum as a charge for their future initiation to visit the CGHM and see their 

proud Coast Guard History. Thanks, Chiefs. 

Finally, retired MCPO Mark McKenney visited CGHM with the promise to loan 

some artifacts from his Coast Guard service in Vietnam on the CGC Point 

Welcome. Master Chief McKenney is a dedicated guardian of Coast Guard 

History, and I’m looking forward to upgrading our Vietnam display for our visitors 

to see next year. 

The 2010 year was about as good as the year before so we can keep heading in a 

forward direction improving our displays and becoming better known for our 

efforts  preserving Coast Guard history. 

This year as well as last year was one of losing more friends who I had the privilege 

of knowing like Chief Ray Herzberg, a Chatham Legend, and Terry Vient,who was 

a friend, a Lightship Sailor and a docent at the museum. The list goes on and I 

hope to have, with the help of the regular Coast Guard in 2011, a day set aside 

every year to honor our own, those who have passed over the bar. 

This year 2011 will be the Lightship Sailors returning to Hyannis for their annual 

reunion. I hope to have LSA include a trip to Boston to throw our annual LSA 



wreath from the deck of the LV 112, honoring those men who have passed away 

doing their duty, keeping the light burning.
Many things going on at CGHM and none could have been done without the 

CGHM Officers such as Jack McGrath, Mary Manning and Francis Broadhurst 

doing everything to keep the museum heading in the right direction. Thanks to our 

Board of Directors volunteering for different events to help in the task of completing 

them professionally, as well as our Honorary Board Of Directors, many of whom 

help with different functions, providing artifacts to show what different aspects of 

the Coast Guard would look like and  volunteering for work needed to keep the 

museum functioning behind the scenes and out of the limelight. Without these things 

there would be no Coast Guard Heritage Museum.
I thank you all and welcome anyone who wants to join us in volunteering to make 

the Coast Guard Heritage Museum a place to be proud of.

Bravo Zulu

Bill Collette President

EDITOR’S NOTES

As usual, time gets away from us. Here is the long-awaited (we hope) 

next issue of our newsletter. We are busy this winter  updating our 

inventory tracking system and preparing new exhibits for the 2011 

season. Among others, we expect to have an exhibit on the 

International Ice Patrol  and Air Detachment Argentia as well as the 

history of LORAN. Volunteer Phil Dolan (USCGA ’58) commanded the 

Saipan station and is preparing something for us.

On a somber note, the CGHM lost a great friend recently. Ray 

Herzberg, a Telephone Technician Chief (ret) and a Chatham Legend, 

passed away. We will miss his regular and enthusiastic visits.  He was 

usually accompanied by his brother, Captain Fred Herzberg, USCG 

(ret). Like many ex- Coast Guard people, Ray had a real interest in the 

history of the service.

We will open on May 1
st

. Please come and visit if you can.

Jack   McGrath



EXHIBIT NEWS

DID YOU 

KNOW?

The USCG had a 

few Torpedomen 

during WWII. 

This rate existed from 

1941 to 1952.

PO2 uniform from 

Irving Stibolt. 

Note the 

“Ruptured 

Duck” badge 

on the chest.

Nantucket Lightship LV-112 as it appeared patrolling 

Portland, ME during WWII. Model by Mike Maynard. 

Visit www.nantucketlightshiplv-112.org to see the ship today.

http://www.nantucketlightshiplv-112.org/
http://www.nantucketlightshiplv-112.org/
http://www.nantucketlightshiplv-112.org/


EXHIBIT NEWS

Thanks to the display case (1 of 2) 

provided by CGD1, we have been able to 

consolidate and improve our exhibit of 

CG aircraft, most by Mike Maynard, 

USCG (ret)



MUSEUM NEWS

Now that we have begun to have members, we will be changing our 

newsletter a bit. We will continue to send a newsletter to all who 

have given us their e-mail, but hope to be providing an expanded 

newsletter to our members in the future. Initially it will also be via 

email, but we hope to be able to publish a hard copy version as well 

for those members who would prefer that.   

Please print and mail the application .

MEMBERSHIP CATEGORIES & DUES 

Individual –  $25  Single membership in the CGHM with all 

member privileges, including attending annual meeting with no 

voting privilege, individual admission to the museum, and a 

10% gift shop discount. 

Family -  $40 Same as individual, but with additional admissions 

to the museum for immediate family. One person may attend 

annual meeting with no voting privilege. 

Supporting Member- $ 100   Unlimited Museum admission & 

10% discount. This is for those who want to support museum 

but not actively participate . 

Sustaining Member - $250 – For those who want to show a 

greater level of support for the museum. Unlimited admission 

and 10% discount apply. 

Guardian: 3 donor levels – Guardians receive all benefits of 

membership. The Guardian category includes individual 

recognition at the museum. The 3 categories are: 

Captain’s circle: $500+ 

Admiral’s circle: $1,000+ 

Commandant’s circle $2,500 + 
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COAST GUARD HERITAGE MUSEUM 

APPLICATION FOR MEMBERSHIP 

Name: ______________________________________________ 

Address: ___________________________________________ 

        ____________________________________________ 

City: ________________________________________________     State:__________ ZIP____________ 

Phone: ________________________ EMAIL: _____________________________________ 

USCG Connection (if any)___________________________________________________________________ 

 

Membership Level:   Annual Dues 

Individual     $25 

Family     $40 

Supporting     $100 

Sustaining      $250  

Guardian  

 Captain’s Circle   $500+ 

 Admiral’s Circle   $1,000+ 

 Commandant’s Circle  $2,500+ 

 

Please make checks payable to: Coast Guard Heritage Museum 

Mail to: Coast Guard Heritage Museum   P O Box 161, Barnstable, MA  02630 

Credit Card:  Visa  Mastercard  Discover 

 

Card Number: ________________________________ 

Expiration Date:   Month_______    Year_________ 

 

Signature:___________________________________  Date:___________ 



GIFT SHOP

We now have T- Shirts and Polo Shirts in our 

Gift Shop. T’s are $15, various sizes in red, 

blue, grey.  Polo’s are $30, $33 w/ pocket. 

Colors include blue, red, grey. Call for 

specific availability & shipping. We accept 

MC, Visa, Discover.

82 footer polo                               GOAT polo

T 

shirt



GIFT SHOP

Bill Meininger was a BM1 who 
became a pilot. This very funny 
book is full of stories about his 
career that any Coastie can relate 
to.
$21        Members $18.90
$3 shipping

Michael Walling has written a 
great tale of the Coast 
Guard’s actions escorting 
convoys in the North Atlantic
$16
Members $14.40   
$3 shipping

The original book about the 
Pendleton rescue. By the man 
who was there, Bernie Webber 
himself.
$30
Members $27   
$3 shipping 

For all you lightship sailors, 
here is a look at the ships that 
protected Cape Cod.
$23
Members $20.70  
$3 shipping

A history of the Coast Guard 
on Cape Cod by Captain 
Charles Hathaway. Only 
available here.
$16
Members $14.40   
$3 shipping

A great photo book 
by Bill Quinn, 
longtime Cape Cod 
author & 
photographer.
$30
Members $27
$3 shipping

We have additional titles. Please inquire.



DISPATCHES FROM THE FLEET

 CAPE COD CANAL COAST GUARD STATION 

               
 

This is a brief history of the Cape Cod Canal Coast Guard Station.  The Coast Guard began its duties 

at the canal after the canal was built in 1914.  The Manomet Lifeboat Station, in Manomet, had an 

auxiliary boathouse and apparatus station in Sandwich. The new station was built in 1917 and was 

commissioned in 1918.  The Manomet station services were then moved to Sandwich. The Life-saving 

Service was incorporated into the Coast Guard in 1915. I have found some Sandwich references in the 

1902 Old Home Day celebration which mentioned the Manomet Station giving aquatic events along 

with a boat carnival and a fireworks display on August 26, 1902.  The Station was situated on the 

south side of the canal just inside the east entrance.  With little staff or authority, the station was 

unable to work effectively against rum runners during prohibition.  In 1935 by Act of Congress the 

Manomet Station was closed and a new Coast Guard Station was built.  The old boathouse and station 

were taken down when the canal was widened by seventy-five feet at the east entrance.   The new 

station was moved well back from the canal.  The new boathouse was built with a boat ramp at the 

edge of the canal.  From 1936 to 1938 a new bulkhead was built along with the Sandwich basin.   The 

boathouse is now part of a visitor museum operated by the Army Corps of Engineers.  I can remember 

the many weeks spent scraping down and painting the utility boats in my days of service there back in 

the sixty’s. 

 

After the First World War the Corps of Engineers built a new vertical railroad bridge and two road 

traffic bridges in Bourne and Sagamore.  The improvements to the canal were finished in June 1940.   

After the declaration of WWII on December 8 the Coast Guard assumed responsibility for the 

operation and security of the canal.  The operation center was moved from Buzzards Bay to the Coast 

Guard station in Sandwich.  Operations of the canal were under the direction of the Captain of the 

Port with headquarters at the Cape Cod Canal Lifeboat Station.  There were four hundred men 

assigned to the COTP with most of them quartered at the State Pier.  A Navy Port Director’s office 

was set up at Woods Hole to supervise the assembly of convoys bound for ports in Nova Scotia and 

Great Britain. Each ship in the convoy anchorage area was boarded by a Coast Guard officer who 

examined the ship’s papers, sealed the radio and verified that the pilot’s license was valid.  When the 

convoy was under way through the canal each ship had an armed Coast Guardsman in the pilot house 

and another in the steering engine room as a precaution against sabotage.  

 

After the Second World War the Corp of Engineers assumed operation and control of the canal.  The 

canal station then went back to its peacetime duty of search and rescue and maintaining shore aids to 

navigation in its area of responsibility from Manomet to, I believe, Yarmouth and from the east end of 

the canal to Buzzards Bay at the west end of the canal.  The usual complement of boats and equipment 

for most lifeboat stations up to the Second World War were the 36 foot Motor Lifeboat and a breeches 

buoy cart.  
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After the Second World War the 30 foot and the 40 foot utility boats began to replace the 36 footers.  

We still had our 36 footer at the canal when I was stationed there in the mid 1960’s.  When I arrived 

after a two and half year tour of duty on the Coast Guard Cutter Duane, we had a 36 footer, a 30 

footer and a 40 footer for equipment.  A LARC (Land Amphibious Rescue Craft) was also there and a 

breeches buoy cart which we trained on but, as I recall, we never used on an actual rescue.  The cart, 

the last one used on an actual rescue, is now at the Coast Guard Heritage Museum in Barnstable, MA.  

We had a four wheel drive truck which was used for getting to beaches, to tow the breeches buoy cart 

and to get to some of the shore lights on isolated beaches -- the original beach buggy! 

 

Towards late 1966 we also had a new 44 footer 44301 which was the last 44 in actual service.  She is 

now at the Coast Guard Museum in New London, CT.  We also had a small 19 foot black hulled boat 

which was used for repairs to buoys and boat inspections.  I think we also had a trailer for it.  For 

those us who were stationed there our duties were varied and interesting.  For us nonrated enlisted 

men we stood radio and lookout watches, went on SAR (search & rescue) calls, boat inspections on the 

weekends and we attended public relations events.  We did the usual station maintenance and aids to 

navigation maintenance.  Our radio and tower watch consisted of logging all traffic through the canal, 

radio and weather reports to Woods Hole and lookout duty keeping an eye out for small craft or other 

vessels which may be in distress.  At the end of the 2000-2400 watch we would have to check the loran 

shack and the time clock.  We had a surface search radar unit on the roof of the station. It was a big 

old thing and when the antenna rotated the tower wobbled a bit. I think it was down more than in 

service. We used it in stormy weather to look for reported missing vessels.  I can remember on my first 

tower watch I noticed the copper plate floor.  I asked the BM who was showing me around the reason 

for it.  He replied “In case we get struck by lightning.”  Now that was something to look forward to! 

 

Two of us here at the Museum were stationed there during our tour in the Coast Guard -- Bill Collette 

and myself.  Two incidents stand out in our experiences.  The first one was the collision of the freighter 

American Pilot and the tanker Maumee Sun in 1965.  I was on the first response team for that job.  

That was a long and busy night.  The second one was when Bill was stationed there 1982-1983 when 

the Bouchard tug was sunk in the canal by the barge it was towing.  Bill was on the second response 

crew when divers were sent down to plug a fuel tank leak.  Both incidents would make good stories in 

themselves. 

 

Today the station has a crew of twenty-nine.  In my day I think we had about sixteen to twenty men.  

Today the station has a crew of both men and women Coasties.  The station now has a 25 foot defender 

class boat.  They did have two 41 foot utility boats and I believe now they have been replaced with two 

47 foot self righting motor lifeboats.  Today the Coast Guard comes under the Homeland Security 

Department.  The canal station is responsible for search and rescue, maritime safety and security in 

and around the canal. 

 
 



DISPATCHES FROM THE FLEET 

 

BOATS OF THE CANAL STATION 
 

           
  40 footer        30 footer                   44 footer                25 footer                    47 footer 

 

     
41 footer                     1917 1918              LARC 1965        LARC 1970’s     Breeches Buoy Cart 

 

 
 The 36 footer 36500 shown here is from the Chatham Station. 

 

THE STATION 

 

                                                                                                          
                1917-1930’s                   1940’s                       60’s before power plant                Today 

 

I wish to thank the Coast Guard Historian, the Town of Sandwich and the President of the Museum, 

Bill Collette.  References are from the following books:  Cape Cod Canal by Robert H. Farson and 

From Highland to Hammerhead by Charles B. Hathaway.  Photos are from town of Sandwich 

Archives, the Coast Guard Historian, Bill Collette and George Washburn.   

 

If any readers have memories of service at the canal station, please get in touch with us or drop in to 

talk with us here at the Museum.  We would like to hear your stories and do another article about 

times at the Cape Cod Canal Coast Guard Station. 

 

 

George Washburn 

Fleet Dispatcher 

 



DISPATCHES FROM THE FLEET

DOUGLAS MUNRO 

Adapted from an article by Doug Sheehan in “The Cutter” 

Newsletter of the Foundation for Coast Guard History (FCGH) 

Used by permission 

In 1982, I attended a ceremony in Winterhaven, Florida for the 40th anniversary of the Guadalcanal 
campaign. I was a LCDR in the USCG Reserve, and I was escorting my Grandmother, who was the guest of 
honor. It was particularly memorable to me, because it was the first and only time I met face to face with 
Admiral Dwight Dexter, who was my uncle’s CO at Guadalcanal. I had known of him most of my life, and I 
knew he had written a famous letter to my grandmother after Douglas Munro was killed. The letter is at 
the USCG museum in Seattle. I said to him, “Admiral, I have wanted to ask you a question that has bothered 
me for many, many years. I am well aware of how much paperwork it takes to get anything done in the 
Coast Guard, given our substantial bureaucracy. In 1942, you were on a tiny little Coast Guard base on 
Guadalcanal, 10,000 miles from most Coast Guard units. So, I have to ask you: Where did you find the form 
to recommend my uncle for the Medal of Honor?” He just smiled and chuckled. He said, “You know, all I 
ever did was to write that letter to your grandmother” (As if that was a little thing.) He always suspected 
that his yeoman made a copy of the letter and gave it to the Marines. They didn’t have copy machines in 
those days, so it meant that the yeoman had to re-type the letter. That was the only explanation he could 
think of for the letter being quoted in the documentation for the Medal of Honor. A few people simply 
decided to do the right thing. 

In 1998, I was in New London, Connecticut for the dedication of the monument honoring the men who 
served on the APAs during World War II. The APAs were troop transports that were manned by the USCG, 
and one of them was the Hunter Ligget. My uncle was assigned to that ship, and his picture is engraved on 
the monument. One of the speakers at the ceremony was Vince Patton, the Master Chief Petty Officer of 
the Coast Guard. He told me a story about attending a military dinner in New York in his dinner dress 
uniform. He sat next to a Marine Corps corporal, who thought Vince was a Navy chief. Vince corrected him 
saying, “No, I am a chief in the Coast Guard”. The corporal perked up, and said, “The Coast Guard!!! That is 
Douglas Munro’s service.” He then spent about five minutes telling Vince the story of how Douglas Munro 
saved the lives of 500 Marines at Guadalcanal. Vince said how impressed he was with how well he had told 
the story, but said, “I have to ask: how do you know that story so well?” The Marine said, “They teach us 
that story at boot camp. Douglas Munro saved the lives of Marines, so as far as we are concerned, he is one 
of us. Besides, the Coast Guard used to be the Revenue Marine, and once a Marine, always a Marine!!!!”  

That’s when Vince realized that the Marines knew the story of Douglas Munro better than the Coast Guard 
knew it, so he set out to change that. When he became the Master Chief Petty Officer of the Coast Guard, 
he announced that his theme and focus for his four-year tour would be to get people to focus more on the 
History, Heritage and Traditions of the Coast Guard. His message caught on like wildfire, particularly among 
the Chiefs in the Coast Guard. Master Chief Evans at Cape May decided to create the exhibit in Munro Hall 
to tell the story to all new recruits in Boot Camp.  

So that is how Douglas Munro received his Medal of Honor and how the United States Marine Corps takes 
care of those who take care of them. 
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Zimri & Angeline Robinson

George Washburn reports that the photo used 

in  his article on the Lighthouses of Zimri 

Robinson in the Spring 2010 CGHM Newsletter 

was not correct.                                                           

Judy (Hageman) Mazurkiewicz,  Great-

granddaughter of Zimri has provided this 

photograph of Zimri and his wife Angeline 

from her family’s collection.                             

Thank you, Judy!
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WE ARE A 501 (C) (3) ORGANIZATION AND OUR MISSION IS TO PRESERVE AND SHARE THE STORY OF  THE 

U. S. COAST GUARD IN THE FORMER U. S. CUSTOM HOUSE  IN BARNSTABLE, MASSACHUSETTS.

     

 

 

 

Do you know that the tariff Act of 1790 established the Revenue Cutter Service  and that the first ship 
commissioned under this act was the Cutter ñMassachusettsò which patrolled the coast to guard against 
smuggling and to see that Customs and other revenue were duly and fairly collected? 

Do you know that the Humane Society of Massachusetts came into existence in 1785 to help save shipwreck 
victims along our shores and eventually led to the creation of the U.S. Life Saving Service? 

Do you know that the United States Coast Guard ,as we know it today, came into existence in 1915 with the 
merger of the Revenue Cutter Service and the  U.S. Life Saving Service? 

If you have visited the Coast Guard heritage Museum on Cape Cod, you DO know these things! 

We need your help to continue to tell these and many other important stories about the oldest sea-going service 
in the United States, especially those detailing the ongoing history of the Coast Guard on Cape Cod and the 
Islands ï a proud and rich legacy. We do this with an all-volunteer staff of dedicated people. 

We are a 501 (c)(3) non-profit educational foundation. All gifts are tax-deductible according to current IRS 
regulations. We work closely with the USCG on preserving history, but receive no financial support from the Coast 
Guard or any other government agency. We depend on our membership dues, admission fees, gift shop receipts 
and the generous donations of friends of the Coast Guard Heritage Museum. We hope that we can count on 
you to make a contribution, large or small, to our efforts. 

By the way, if you live here on the Cape, either full or part time, we are always in need of volunteers to help us tell 
the stories, or to help with the many other tasks required to keep our doors open ï doors which we would like to 
keep open more days and hours than we are able to do at present. 

We thank you for your visits, past support and interest in our Heritage. 
Please help us to continue to preserve and promote the remarkable legacy 
of the Coast Guard and its people. 

 

Most sincerely, 

 

William E. Collette, Senior Chief, USCG (ret) 

President 

 

 


