





the two years the Coast Guard provided this ser-
vice,” noted Erickson. Moreover, “It was the suc-
cess of this operation that eventually forced the
Navy to accept the helicopter into service. The
Brooklyn Navy Yard Commandant, gratified with
the early success credited to helicopters, wrote the
CNO? In the letter, the commandant stated: “The
use of helicopters as targets for alignment of fire-
control radar expanded to include alignment of
all anti-aircraft and combination surface and anti-
aircraft radar”

Erickson summarized: “The Navy Comman-
dant, because of helicopters’ outstanding successes,
concluded with the recommendation ‘that the heli-

Coast Guard Ensign John Greathouse and Avia-
tion Machinist Mate 3/c John Smith were flying
a radar calibration mission 25 September 1945
in an HOS-1 near the Philadelphia Navy Yard.
Climbing to 5,000 feet, the helicopter encoun-
tered turbulence as scattered thunderstorms were
building in the area. A sudden jolt with a tear-
ing sound caused Greathouse to look up to see
the helicopter’s main rotor flying off the aircraft.
Greathouse and Smith were now passengers in a
spinning, flightless hulk.

Fortunately, both were' wearing parachutes.
Crewmembers in helicopters then ordinarily
did not fly with parachutes. According to one

A sudden jolt with a tearing sound caused Greathouse to look
up to see the helicopter’s main rotor flying off the aircraft. . ..

copter service be continued without interruption.”
The helicopter’s reputation as a target spread.
Soon, the shipyards at Philadelphia and Boston as
well as New York sought Erickson and his small
helicopter-training unit for this service. On one
occasion, a helicopter journeyed on board a new
Navy ship from New York to Norfolk, Virginia, to
complete calibration while underway in the ship’s
urgent run to combat in the Pacific. After the
helicopter school closed in February 1945, Coast
Guard Air Station Brooklyn continued its support
to the Navy, assisting in calibration flights until
the Navy formed its first helicopter squadron.
Only one accident occurred involving a Coast
Guard helicopter during these calibration flights.
It is noteworthy because of the circumstances.
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account, Greathouse was flying above 700 feet for
the first time, which he claimed was the highest he
had previously flown helicopters, and then only
on those rare instances to practice autorotations.
He just decided it was a good time to wear a para-
chute. Another account claims they were forced
to use parachutes, something they otherwise
never"did, because of Navy regulations as they
were flying from the Naval Air Facility, Philadel-
phia on this flight.

As the fuselage wound up in its twisting,
tumbling fall, Smith flipped his seat belt release
and was thrown through the Plexiglas nose. He
received a few small cuts, but did not reach the
ground. His parachute snagged the top of a two-
story building leaving him dangling against the

Far Left: Commander
Frank A. Erickson, CO of
the Navy/Coast Guards
first helicopter training and
development unit at CGAS
Floyd Bennett Field, New

York. prank A. Erickson papers

. Left: John Pershing Great-
house, one of the first

. (along  with  Aviation
. Machinist Mate 3/c John
. Smith) to parachute from
. a helicopter, had a long
distinguished career in the

- Coast Guard. uscc photo

Foundation e Fall 2010



Twenty-seven Sikorsky HOS-1s were built by Nash-Kelvinator, an automobile and refrigerator manufacturer.
Some of these aircraft were at the worlds first helicopter school, Coast Guard Air Station Floyd Bennett Field,
New York in 1944. Two crashed from in-flight failures with no fatalities. 1gor. sikorsky Historical Archives

wall. His broken leg came later when eager help-
ers cut the parachute shroud lines from above,
speeding his belated journey to earth. Greathouse
was ejected through the side of the fuselage where
the door had been. According to Greathouse, as
he rode the parachute down, he watched the loose
rotor spinning like a whirly-gig, wandering in
lazy circles nearby “looking and sounding like a
helicopter” He landed unhurt in downtown Phil-
adelphia at the intersection of Broad and Bigler
Streets. Luckily, the falling, wingless bird did not
injure pedestrians on the street next to the bus
stop where it crashed.

Navy squadron VX-3 was commissioned at
Lakehurst in 1946 to assume radar calibration
duty, which the Coast Guard relinquished. In
summary, Erickson concluded that the radar
calibration activities “saved time and money by
expediting radar calibrations. It is probable that
it paid for the helicopter activity at Floyd Ben-
nett Field several times over.”

The frail, mostly unwanted and largely
demeaned helicopter, with few demonstrated
abilities at the time, moved into acceptance
among world’s aircraft by simply being a success-
ful target for guns. &
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