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YOoal l Come!

We 61 | be ARoostingo s
Mobile, Alabama

\ November 1613, 2011

Our Pthirtyfifth annual Ptero Roost will salute the men and women of Coast
Guard Aviation Training Center (AVTRACEN) Mobile.

Our ©O6nesto6 wildl be at the Marriott F
town Mobile. The address is 64 South Water St., Mobile, AL 36&0@2al phone
(251) 4384000. The Room rate is $100 plus 14% sales and occupancy tax. Park-
ing is $12/day. Reservations can be made, modified, or cancelédpal
Www.marriott.com/hotels/travel/mobrv?
groupCode=cgacgaa&app=resvlink&fromDate=11/10/11&toDate=11/13/4d
http://www.aoptero.org/roost11mob/roostllindex, by telephone-B00-922-
3298. Refer to and use group name 0 Cc
the group rate. The hotel will honor the $88 dollar group rate for up to three days
before the 10 and three days after the 13thon a space available basis.

Please see Page twelve for Roost activities and registration details.

Alternate hotelsHampton Inn & Suites Downtown Mobile Historic Distr{d49 room$
62 South Royal St., (251) 438787;The Battle House Renaissance Mobile Hotel & &pgensive but beautiful238 rooms), 26
North Royal St., (251) 338000; Admiral Semmes Hotel (lots of character) 251 Government St., (25B0082Holiday Inn
Downtown Mobile(202 rooms) 301 Government St. (251) 624D0 Vs

DUES CURRENT ? 8 Please CHECK YOUR MAILING LABEL
Your mailing label includes theDATE to whichYOUR TAX DEDUCTIBLE AOP DUES ACCOUNTis AOK.

IF THE DATE READS Jun2011,PLEASE PAY AGAIN NOW TO REMAIN IN GOOD STANDING.

NOTE: Changes in dues were approved at the 2007 business meeting and became effective in 2008.
Check Page __ dhe website: for the renewal application and current dues.



http://www.aoptero.org/htm/newmbr.html
mip://049c9580/%09%20%20http:/www.marriott.com/hotels/travel/mobrv?groupCode=cgacgaa&app=resvlink&fromDate=11/10/11&toDate=11/13/11%20
mip://049c9580/%09%20%20http:/www.marriott.com/hotels/travel/mobrv?groupCode=cgacgaa&app=resvlink&fromDate=11/10/11&toDate=11/13/11%20
mip://049c9580/%09%20%20http:/www.marriott.com/hotels/travel/mobrv?groupCode=cgacgaa&app=resvlink&fromDate=11/10/11&toDate=11/13/11%20
http://www.aoptero.org/roost11mob/roost11index.php
http://maps.google.com/maps/place?cid=14423843396935995295&q=hotels+in+mobile+al&hl=en&gl=us&checkin_date=&num_nights=0&ved=0CIoBEPoLMAA&sa=X&ei=9R38TeqLBJW2yATIpO3-AQ
http://maps.google.com/maps/place?cid=15773259879010826937&q=hotels+in+mobile+al&hl=en&gl=us&checkin_date=&num_nights=0&ved=0CJkBEPoLMAE&sa=X&ei=9R38TeqLBJW2yATIpO3-AQ
http://maps.google.com/maps/place?cid=15160456085072756190&q=hotels+in+mobile+al&hl=en&gl=us&checkin_date=&num_nights=0&ved=0CLcBEPoLMAM&sa=X&ei=9R38TeqLBJW2yATIpO3-AQ
http://maps.google.com/maps/place?cid=8075307249922527815&q=hotels+in+mobile+al&hl=en&gl=us&checkin_date=&num_nights=0&ved=0CPIBEPoLMAc&sa=X&ei=9R38TeqLBJW2yATIpO3-AQ
http://maps.google.com/maps/place?cid=8075307249922527815&q=hotels+in+mobile+al&hl=en&gl=us&checkin_date=&num_nights=0&ved=0CPIBEPoLMAc&sa=X&ei=9R38TeqLBJW2yATIpO3-AQ

A Message from Aviator 1520 (CGAA/AOP President)

Executive Board

President
Mont Smith
(202) 5380492

ExecutiveVice President
Paul Langlois
(707) 7039071

My Fellow Pterodactyls: At the outset of my term as Presiden
planned to move us to a position of greater relevance tmtinddual
memberand prospective membewhile increasing our net worth a
raising funds to fulfill ambitious philanthropic activities. We, the d
cers of your association, have leveraged a-e&thblished internal con
munications network, including our Webmeister and Ancient Sg
and we have 7 VPs on our Exec
variously entitled History,; N

t, |

nd

ffi-

"l_

ribe,
ut i v
tio

businesso

Secretary ship; Sponsors/Donors/Benefactors; Unit Support/Agency Liaison and Museums/Atrtifacts/
Paul Milligan Aircraft/ Restorations. We have been well served by the Pterodactyl at Large, the Anciefit Alba-
(703) 7303647 tross and Enlisted Ancient Albatross. We have a Senior Policy Advisory Committee conprising
T gctive and retired aviation flag officers who p_rovide guida}nce to the.Executive Board regarding
Ben Stoppe 0t he art of t h_e possi bl e. 0 I give my dee_p<_as
(703) 6205019 vidual volunteers, who have given generously of their time and energy to carry the asspciation
forward. Finally, and perhaps most importantly, we have enjoyed the unequivocal suppoft of the
Board Members Chief, Aviation forces (who represents bpur
Vice Pres. History Engineering, and the ChP®&,amdi aheon Shalaety
6Beardo Mosfcould not have achieved even a modicum pf s
Scribe/Editor ing of the Coast Guard Chief of Staff!
Steve Goldhammer As you know, | am stepping down in November and passing the gavel to a new Presidgnt and
Vice Pres. Sponsorship JExecutive Vice President. | am excited bou
6Ski pd De ajofthefinestyoung gentlemen | have had the privilege to know have volunteered to relieve me
Vice Pres. Communicationd @and Paul Langlois. The rest of our association officers will continue to serve and provide fhem
Gary Gamble the same unflagging support Paul and I ece
Vice Pres. Museum Exhibitdour or gani zationés history. Many of my oal
Tom King explore an upgrade in communications an me
Historian the Aviation History website has still not been filled). | had desired to create a fiduciary process
Tom Beard whereby a Ptero could bequeath a portio of
Vice Pres. Annual Gatheringl (Similar to Rotary). Lastly, I had hoped to build a bridge to attainment of the goal of the Phoenix
Paul Russell Projecti to see an HFb2 on display at the National Air and Space Museum.
Vice Pres. Detachments Thanks for your support throughout this journey. Please step forward to support your new
Jim Olson leadership team as you have in the past. As | look back on things we accomplished, | am, on
balance, extremely proud of the image we have created for the association. | think we have at-
John_Pasc-IatIarge tained oO0critical masso6é6 and will continup to
Ancient Albatross those who lead our service and country. Most importantly, however, | am proud that millfjons of
John P. Currieex officio | o\ eryday Americans, especially our youth, will appreciate the deeds of Coast Guard Aviftion as
Enlisted Ancient Albatross I\ 2 5r0ach our hundredth anniversary. 1520
Pete MacDougaléx officio

PTEROGRAM is published
three times annually as the
official publication of
The Ancient Order of
the Pterodactyl which
perpetuates recognition of
USCG aviation history
and its personnel.
Reproduction of Pterogram
for further distribution
is authorized and encouraged
Correspondence may be sent tg
AOP
P.O. Box 222905,
Chantilly, VA 20153-2905
or
Editor, Pterogram
4816 Powder House Drive
Rockville, MD 20853
Email: SEGoldhamm@aol.com
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Air Station Clearwater Dedicates HU16E CGNR 1023
by Ptero Steve Goldhammer, Aviator 1207

tion it was!
Many old ac-
quaintances were
renewed and
Ptero Ptales ga-
lore were heard
throughout  the
day.

Ptero CAPT
John  Turner,

It was warm and blustery in beautiful Aviator 2929, told the audience that we
Clearwater, FL on 6 May when about are celebrating three events: the Centen
150 Pteros gathered at Air Station Clear- nial of Naval Aviation, the dedication of
water to celebrate the Centennial of Na- HU-16 E 1023, and the +@edication of
val Aviation and dedicate the beautifully the HU-16E 1240 memorial. He noted
restored HUL6E CGNR 1023. A cold the enormous turnout that illustrates the
front that backed up as a warm front at recognition of the people who have gone
just the wrong time caused the intrepid before us. It has been 60 years since th
AirSta staff to go from Plan A to B to C first CG HU-16 flight and 35 years since
when the ceremony had to be held in- the movement of the AirSta from St.
doors. The setti ng Patersburg to Cleavaterl e revewed

was the event that was so significant. various renditions of the origins of the ¥
What a wonderful and nostalgic celebra-t e r m

of endear mentl
viewed the highlights of the
95 years of CG aviation.

that the HU16 is the last of the great
seapl anes and
tion. He invited everyone to join the
CGAA, those who love CG aviation, and

reviewed what the CGAA does. He rec-

ognized Master Chiefs John Milbrandt

and Matt Boyd, who headed up the res-

toration, and Ptero Ray Copin, Aviator
744, first AirSta Clearwater CO.

Master Chief Milbrandt then read
the inscriptions on the HW6 1023
plaque [See P. 24...Hdand the HU16E
1040 plaque$ee issue-11, P.11...EH

T P Mg

Ancient Al RADM Blore
noted that
_ more history in the audience

® (than in the pi
J| He said the 1023 looks phe-

t h|Etera Brez Spithg listgd

cient |Al
MacDougall, Ancient Al RADM Blore,

agds D7 Chief of Staff Bysghmanyduri

reading of dedication plaques.

=)
«

nomenal, ready to start en-
gines and taxi out. He said

sidering the audience. He
said the CG aviation fleet
has never been newer and
gave kudos to

Mr. David Macon then presented flags

> > f 1l own over t he nat.
heos the Ancigply AbLbatrgss| o
1but heds feeldi

L Eliffofd®HathE, AviatoC 1061, 1040
Aircraft Commander on its fateful flight
in 1967, in honor of his sacrifice.

[ S ele23 Dedicatiod on P

CPO John Simmons (L), Pteros Paul Grinfes, 5 | |
P-2128, Jack Stice, Aviator 1234, Mdnt
Smith, Aviator 1520, and Paul Milligan,

Aviator 1034 reminisce prior to ceremony.
Ptero Ray Copin, Aviator 744, and his grand
-nephew, Kyle Jackson, in background.

for mer
men. He thanked t
Pteros for their support {
the project and said if
wasnodét for ’
would  have

lost the opi
portunity  to
preserve C(
aviation his
tory. He saidg
|our CG avia-

|tion stories are a mix of
truth, whimsy, and bravado.
Ptero Prez Mont Smith
Enlisted Ancient Al Ptero Pete MacDougalt2B00 (L), Rest thanked the AirSta CO and
toration Supervisor Ptero John Milbrandt3P58, CO Pterpcrew. He noted that he was
John Turner, Aviator 2929, D7 Chief of Staff Scott Buschmagsigned to AirSta Clearwa-

David Macon presents U.S. flag to Linda
Stephenson (L), widow of Lt. Hanna, and

June (Hanna) Thayer, sister of Lt. Hanna,

while Bill Thayer, Anne (Hanna) Keller,

daughter of Lt. Hanna, and Tamara (Harjna)

January, daughter of Lt. Hanna, look on.

Ancient Al Ptero RADM Gary Blore, Aviator 1850, and X ¢ f 608" . 6 7Hpe
Tim Gilbride salute the colors.

said
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Last of the Ancient Orf¢(
Ptero Norm Horton, Aviator 187, Passes Away
By
Ptero Mont Smith, Aviator 1520

in the field.

As Ptero Ray Copin (Av 744) has
said,i On t lokecelebnat®ns of
100 years of naval aviation an
close to 100 years of CG aviation,
we could list at least one hundrgd
things of value to the nation, the
Coast Guard, and history in general
that would not have happened, or
documented, if it not were for the
existence of the organization Norm
hel ped
tremely proud to see the Ancient Qr-

d

Coast Guard Aviation Association.
Norm proudly wore his miniature
wings on his coat lapel.

Norm was preleceased by his
vely wife, Lucille, in 2007 with
whom he will be interred. He residgd
of late in Jacksonville, Oregon.
Norm is survived by his children,
Pamela Roehrig,
Calif., Stephanie Horton, of Jackso
‘ville, Ore., and Robert Horton, df
Medford, Ore.; as well as two grand-
children, Lola Pearl Horton, and
Kyle Riddle The Horton daughters

Norm Horton at the 2008 Roost

It is with great sadness that | relay lo
the news from the family of Norm
Horton that our last of the original
four Ancient Order of the Pterodac-
tyl founders (George Thometz, Gus
Shrode, Andy Wall, and Norm)
passed away at age 93 on 21 May
Many of you remember seeing Norm
at our Washington Roost in 2007,
and at the Astoria Roost in 2008.

2 TAD s Sd RoBndikd@ s

Brevik Named Enlisted
Person of the Year

De

t Morm swiag ext|. Y

der of the Pterodactyl become the

of San Pedrpo,
’]_

PO1 Troy Brevik©os
tion maintenance technician, or flight
mechanic, at AirSta Sitka usually mean
he might be flying
notice to aid a sinking vessel, rescue a
hiker from a mountain, or touch up an
i ssue on the
achievements include the CG Commen-
dation and Achievement medals, a Com-
mandant 6s Letter
Meritorious Volunteer Medal, and team
awards.

On 27 May, Brevik was officially hon-
ed at CG Headquarters. His honors
included a tour of the White House and
the Capitol Building and resulted in an
automatic advancement to CPO. In a
press release, CG Commandant ADM
Robert Papp said,
was the unitds
when AirSta Sitka overcame numerous
challenges, including the transition to a
new aircraft, an Aeronautical Engineer-
ing logistics inspection, and a unit stan-
dardization evaluation. Time and time
again, PO Brevik was the first to volun-
teer for the critical leadership roles. He
aggressively sought positions of in-
creased responsibility and leadership,
making significant positive and long

|l asting i mpacts on

The Enlisted Person of the Year award is

Norm received his wings on De- are making arrangements at the Ea-for duties designated in that award year.

cember 13, 1943. He flew seaplanesgle Point, Oregon National Cemg-
and early helicopters, becomingt er y . Buri al of

Commanding Officer of Coast Guard pected to be scheduled in late July
Air Station Salem, Massachusetts early August as the family wishes {o
before his retirement. After Coast await completion of a column burigl
Guard service, Norm became a pri- structure which will accommodatg
vate consultant in aviation accident interment of Norm and Lucille to

investigation, and a lecturer in avia- gether. CGAA members will be ad]

tion management and accident inves-vised of arrangements in a forthcom-

tigation at the University of Southern jng ALPTERQ
California Aviation Safety Officer
Program. That is where | first met

him, and he inspired me to try to be a

conscientious flight safety officer. It

should be noted that Norm was

highly respected by all of the mili- K
tary services for his safety teachings

and philosophy, and was often in-

vited by major commands to address

their organization on best practices

o s
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Brevik was noted for leading 55 mainte-

of

dt

t

C

Jayhawk

AP
COr nel

F

Kahce ragysgnnely thrgugh squaljficationg -

plans in the transition to the new Jay-
hawk helo, supervising intensive train-
ing programs in the aviation department,
presenting 40 hours of instruction to the
fire department, and responding to 67
fire calls and assisting or saving 70 lives,
volunteering with Sitka Mountain Res-
cue, and aiding in 35 searamd
rescues.

Brevi kbs expertise
helos to fly more than 2,100 hours on
150 SAR missions. He flew on 15 of
those missions, which resulted in five
lives saved.

anyralu/alionf././
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CG Wins 4 of 9 HAI 2011 i SPasjeruGe airstaNey OrEags dog
his exceptional leadership in guiding 72
Helicop- organization that is always at the leading mechanics assigned temporarily to
ter Asso- edge of the rotary wing industry is both AirSta New Orleans to support the Coast
ciation extremely humbl i ngGuandograd¢inif gli ngesdvpol
Interna-  said Andry. 2010 Deepwater Horizon disaster. This
tional has  Sikorsky Humanitarian Service award recognizes an individual who has
announced Award: The crew of CG Helicopter distinguished himself or herself by long-
the winners 6505, AirSta New Orleans, La. Lt. Cdr. standing excellence in the performance
of its Thomas G. Hickey, Aviator 3644, air- of helicopter maintenance or a single,

i Sal ut ecraftcanmander; Lt. Cdr. Craig Murray,

significant and distinct contribution to

Excel- Aviator 3600, copilot; flight mechanic/ helicopter maintenance.
|l enced awards, wh o haise operatdn anmd cAvienids HEettricdl n i We wer e wor ki ng on
awards dinner in Orlando, Fla. on March Technician 2nd Class Scott Lloyd, and copt er s at a ti me, o
7, 2011 during HELEXPO 2011, the Aviation Survival Technician Chief ABecause the aircrafHt

worl dés | argest t r @Peitg OFfiden Wurt dRetdrson a(tesewk dayowe had to work the night shift the

the international helicopter community. swimmer). This Eurocopter M@5C whol e t i me. These ai
Coast Guard members/crews won 4 of was the first to arrive at the Deepwater out until we checked them and without
the 9 awards, including Pilot of the Horizon drilling rig after its explosion our work in the hangar fixing in the air-
Year . This year s Aprileg 2040iratheiGalfroEMexice; itsk e¢ed a f t these aircraft
HAl 6s 50t h anni ver sraw gssumdd escenk wdmmang ofe k § ght . 0

cellence by honoring the bravery, skill, rescue and recovery efforts there. After MD Helicopters Law Enforcement
devotion and community service of an initial search, 6505 lowered Peterson Award: The crew of CG Helicopter
members of the international helicopter to the Offshore Supply Vessel Damon B. 6597, Helicopter Interdiction Tactical
community. The first Pilot of the Year Bankston, where he took charge of a Squadron (HITRON) Aviation Detach-
Awar d, HAIl 6 s o | d e s makebhdtmedical teamaaisd tripgedeld5 ment 1001 Lt. Cdr. Robert G. Work-
sented for 1960. fi Survivare Tha eréwi remaipirig em &505f mam, &uiator 3515C, Ptero Capt. Joseph
fl ew, this industr yléwsfivenef thbse suwsvivdisate safetly.e B Baker, Aviator 2511, Lt. j.g. Matthew
using exceptional skill and dedication to This award honors those who best dem- J. Van Ginkel, Avionics Electrical Tech-
aid and support t heonspatebtheivatue of hedicopteesrto sgcé nidan @rd Class Kimberly N. Dech-
HAI President Mat t ety lbycsavimg lives, p@tecting prép@rty enerowski, Aviation Maintenance Tech-
latest honorees continue that outstandingand aiding those in distress. nician 1st Class Thomas J. Masell, Avi-
tradition. We and our award sponsor onics Electrical Technician 1st Class
applaud their efforts, which go abovg Joseph D. Paulson, Aviation Mainte-
and beyond. 0 Those nance Technician 2nd Class Brian M.
Pilot of the Year Award: Lt. Audie Dugal and Aviation Maintenance Tech-
Andry, CG AirSta Kodiak, Alaska, for nician 3rd Class Jacob S. Dickson. De-
demonstrating exceptional airmanshi ployed to the USCG Cutter Sherman as
and decisive action in landing his Siko part of Joint Interagency Task Force
sky HH-60J (with five other crewmem- South in the waters off the southeastern
bers aboard) safely aboard the USC] U.S., this crew interdicted six vessels
Cutter Healy after it suffered a main engaged in illegal drug smuggling and
transmission input failure while in a 40 accomplished At he ung
foot hover 100 feet from the ship a stopping four vessel

honor s

ni ght . This award fian out -
standing single feat performed by a heli- il was brought
copter pilot during the year or extraordi- Guard to be a quiet professional.
nary professionalism over a period of But I have t o

ti me. o tremely proud of my aircrew and
iThe thing I rememhberei t he elmorstt| eisss
how quickly t h

calls Andry. i We  w e rofethe btleerv Goasi Guard sorface a

normal training flight and then a few
seconds later we were doing everything

and aircrews, civilian Goed
Samaritans and support staffs

we could to avoid

His skill and decisive action were crucial effort. Our crew could not have
during the aircraft 0sexecutadi this rparticalar dcasen d
edly stem from Andryédkorep@&ri ence wit

helicopters, which dates back to 1990 Rolls-Royce Excellence in Helicopter
when he joined the Army as a helicopter Maintenance Award: Aviation Mainte-
mechani c. i Re cei vi nngnceaTechriciara2ndiClagsrNaholasaHn

according to the nominator. This award

u precagmizes tthose wiohave tontributed
to the promotion and advancement of
a dhelicapters in gupporteok law enforce-

ment activities.
effAsorwe tthilae wnb ¢gdsts n @

e v e nstasi dt rHa ncskpeiyr. e dfi, |06 mate@0q feet, Ithie jnnemptwoogo thsts were

crisscr ossing wi t h eacl
Wor kman. ALittle did
an armed MHG5C helicopter was

g o that garticipatea inttheeresoua t ewatcliing them from a quarter mile

awayéThey had no i de.
oobit it was too | at e
h

C—o)nzraluézl[ons./ )
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VADM Currier Relieves RADM Blore as Ancient Albatross

ways, and 125 miles of interna
tional border with Canada. H¢
was in charge of more thal
5,770 active duty, reserve dut
civilian and Auxiliary men and
women; whom annually con

ducted more than 3,000 searcH! ) .
andrescue missions. executdd®ADM Blore receives a Distinguished

more than 3,200 law enforce-Service Medal from CG Commandant
‘ ment boardings, and inspected\dm- Robert Papp during his re.ti.remnt
more than 5,700 vessels. ceremony. Blore held the position |(of
Group/Air Station Commander in Astoria
Rear Adm. Blore graduated.q;19972000. CG photo by Petty Offi-

with honors, from the CG

Ptero RADM Gary Blore, Aviator 1850,

the title in 2009. CG photo by PO Shawn

aviator's scarf on to VADM John Currier, Aviaijdrom Columbia UniversityHis
1877, during the Ancient Al Change of Watch CgR&rsonal  decorations includg
mony. Ancient Albatross is an honorary title givet )
active duty CG members, enlisted and officer,
have the longest history in aviation in the sery
Blore, who served in the CG for 36 years, rece

Academy in 1975 with a

cer Shawn Eggert

Bachelor of Science in econom-
passes

v s

W&% and holds an MPA Degre

the Distinguished Service
edal, five awards of the Le-
vion of Merit, two Meritorious
iQgrvice Medals, two CG Com-
mendation Medals and the

nsportation 941 Medal, as
well as other service and cam
paign awards.

Eggert

CG Rear Adm. Gary Blore retired and |

passed on the title of Ancient Albatross
(#23) to Vice Adm. John Currier during
a Change of Watch ceremony at Secto
Columbia Riverin Warrenton, Ore., on
14 July.

Blore was relieved as the 13th District
Commander on July 12, 2011, by Rear
Adm. Keith A. Taylor, and retired at the

conclusion of the Ancient Albatross
ceremony.

Adm. Robert J. Papp, JrComman-
dant of the CG, oversaw the ceremony.

The CG Ancient Albatross Awardas

CG Rear Adm. Gary Blore speaks durf
ing the Ancient Albatross Change of
Watch Ceremony at Sector Columbia
River in Astoria, July 14. CG photo by
PO Shawn Eggert

instituted in 1966 to honor the CG avia-
tor on active duty who has held that des-
ignation for the longest periodn 1988,
the Enlisted Ancient Albatross Award
was established for the enlisted membe
on active duty with the earliest gradua-
tion date from cl a
aviation rating.

Rear Adm. Blore assumed command
of the Thirteenth CG Districtin July
2009. As District Commander, he was
responsible for CG operations covering
four states (Washington, Oregon, Idaho,
and Montana)more than 4,400 miles of
coastline, 600 miles of inland water-

AirSta Port Angeles
Celebrates Centennial of
Naval Aviation

CG AirSta/Sector Field Office Port
Angeles hosted a local celebration for
the Centennial of Naval Aviation com-
bined with a Safe Boating Expo at the
CG base on Ediz Hook on June 25.

In tribute to 100 years of Naval Avia-
tion, AirSta Port Angeles held a fip
for government and commercial aircraft
from around the Northwest. A search
andrescue demonstration was con-
ducted by the crew of an MBS Dol-
phin helicopter.

5 S
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Coast Guard Air Station Port Angeles, June 24, 2011
Celebrations: 100 years of naval aviation and 76 years of CGAS Port Angeles
CG aviators port to starboard: CDR-ret. Vic Primeaux, Av 1508; LCDR-ret. Tom Beard, Av 1104;
LT Kelly Higgins, Av 4175; CDR-ret. Dave Nelson, Av 996; CAPT-ret. Art Ladley, Av 724



http://www.uscg.mil/flag/cg00.asp
http://www.aoptero.org/htm/alaward.htm
http://www.uscg.mil/d13/
http://www.cga.edu/
http://www.cga.edu/
http://cgvi.uscg.mil/media/main.php?g2_itemId=1297711&g2_imageViewsIndex=1

A 30-Year Retrospective been integral in the development of long
. . . - i o -
By Ptero VADM John P. Currier, Aviator 1877, Chief of Staff range search aircraft and s me

A P . A . diumrrange helicopters _emplayed .in
WSLINAY GSR 6AGK LISNYAGAAZY FNBY 0K Sanafdtals ehihbohaiR U KS @/

u
bt @t 1 GAFGAZ2YE adzalI SYSy il G2 UGKS grdmetheHstry bF Cladt Gdar LE T
magazine of the Navy League of the United States. Elmer Stone and his role as pilot of the
Navy 64 umdee the command of
arsenal for ensuring maritime safety and Navy Lt. Cmdr. A.C. Read in their epic
security. Our capabilities, assets and, first crossing of the Atlantic, to the
most importantly, people have pro- achievements of pioneers including
gressed and developed rapidly into a Coast Guard Cmdr. Frank Erickson and
multimission force able to respond to Lt. Steward Graham in the development
virtually any crisis our nation could face of the helicopter for not only SAR, but
on or near its shores. antisubmarine warfare, medevac and
In the context of many years of experi- firefighting, the Coast Guard has con-
ence, | have witnessed the effective total tributed materially to the evolution of
force response to threats as diverse asmodern flying machines. In our applica-
the Mariel Boatlift (1980), theExxon  tion, the helicopter was developed as an
Valdez environmental catastrophe extension of the coastal surf/frescue hoat
(1989), the loss of the lindtrinsendam  combining air and surface capabilities to
in the Gulf of Alaska (1980), the cata- perform the most challenging rescues.
clysm of Hurricane Katrina (2005) and,  There are numerous examples of the
most recently, the Deepwater Horizon Co a s t Guardos out st s
Standing on the hangar deck at Air oil well failure in the Gulf of Mexico  contribution in the development of air-
Station Cape Cod, Mass., in the spring last year. Concurrently, with these mile- craft and their specialized use. | have the
of 1978, | had the privilege to observe stone events, we have developed uniqueprivilege of calling Stewart Graham a
my first awards ceremony as a newly capabilities to partner with federal law friend. Now in his 94th year, he lives
commissioned Coast Guard aviator. As | enforcement and the U.S. Navy to inter- quietly on a lake in Maine. His personal
stood proudly at attention in my freshly dict illegal narcotics and counter mass contribution to rotarywing flight in the
starched uniform, my butter bars gleam- migration incidents at sea. development of our modern machines,
ing, and sporting shiny and fresh wings, One might ask what has enabled the as well as the tactics and techniques that
| tried to mask my anxiety, standing Coast Guard and its aviation component are used in air/sea rescue today, cannot
among more experienced and seniorto evolve into the agile and capable be overstated.
compatriots. force that it is today. The answer to that He was directly involved in the inven-
Adding to the intimidation factor, question requires a walk in time with a tion of the rescue hoist, the basket, litter,
standing to my left was a Direct Com- view of the events that spurred the de- pop-out floats and most of the tech-
mission aviator who had been an Army velopment of this growth. niques used in hoisting operations to this
combat veteran during Vietnam, and to First, one must understand the culture day. He was among the first to land heli-
my right was a grizzled Coast Guard of the Coast Guard. Formed through an copters in the water and aboard ship,
aviator who had survived multiple tours amalgamation of several federal agen- pioneering the use of the helicopter in
in the unforgiving Alaskan environment. cies from the midl9th century through the protection of convoys from-boats
Both wore the Distinguished Flying the days following World War I, the in the dark days of World War 1.
Cross (DFC) device, and one a Silver modern Coast Guard emerged with a Stewart is able to recall virtually all of
Star, on their dress canvas. strong firstresponse ethic. We are all his flight activities in incredible detail,
The ceremony continued with the oriented toward responding to crisis with as if they were yesterday. Listening to
award of a DFC to the pilot of one of our a small, capable, wetirganized and him recount his adventures is to witness
own helicopters, who had flown through effective force package that is able to living history. What | mention here is
a Nor 6easter t o r ecpearateeautonomeusly amdeadapt to han-gut a small number of his monumental
coastal tanker that was breaking up in dle any emergent situation. This attribute achievements in the development of
high seas. The realization struck me thatwas certainly evident in the U.S. Life- t odaydés helicopter, |
| was about to be initiated into the saving Service and the Revenue Cutterput in all applications. As a project offi-
uniqgue community of the Coast Guard Service, two of the principal forbearers cer for the acquisition of our HE0J
searchandrescue (SAR) pilots. of todayds Coast Gudaurdi.ng the | ate 1980:
Now, | am able to recall that day in A second element that has contributed to hear that Stewart Graham was still
retrospect through the lens of a-@dar  to the aviation capability of today is the held in the highest esteem by the people
career as an officer and aviator in one of evolution of the airplane and helicopter. at Sikorsky for his early pioneering ef-
the finest institutions of our government. As naval aviation celebrates its centen- forts in partnership with icons Igor and
From those days when SAR was the nial, Coast Guard aviation remains an his son, Sergei, who served as a petty

single, preeminent mission, | have integral component, along with that of officer second class in the Coast Guard.
watched Coast Guard aviation progressour Navy and Marine Corps brethren. Another significant enhancement of our
into a wuniqgue i nst Ourmeople, oficers amd enlistada haveoanidlien capabilities began 26 years ago,
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in response to a challenging rescue mis-and, if necessary, stop dasts using Building on the basic HFH60J and HH
sion in very demanding weather that warning shots and precision fire. This 65A airframes, our helicopters have
resulted in significant loss of life. In program has been uniquely successful. been modernized into MH@0Ts and MH
1995, the Coast Guard designed andHlI TRONOGs pi |l ot s an d65CiDs and enhamoed thirdughi arseries
implemented a helicopter rescue swim- the MH-65 have a negperfect record of of block upgrades conducted at the
mer program based on equipment andstopping or disabling highly suspect Aviation Logistics Center (ALC) at
tactics used in the U.K. Royal Navy and vessels. Their contribution has enhancedElizabeth City. In my opinion, ALC is
Canadian Air Force. From very humble the effectiveness of the shilicopter home to a dedicated band of skilled en-
beginnings, the rescue swimmers of to- team throughout the transit zones and gineers and craftsmen who border on
day are among t he wkept litedatysons/of magcotitsdrent aur magicians when it comes to aircraft
Deployed from HH60 and HH65 streets. modification and maintenance. They are
helicopters, they have routinely pe the unsung heroes of Coast Guard
formed incredible feats in rescuin aviation.
stranded mariners from near impossi Additional rotarywing capabili-
conditions. Theirs is the stuff of legen fl ties have included an airborose
as told in the hit Hollywood movigdhe -of-Force package that built upon
Guardian | can state from experienc the lessons learned from HI-
t hat t he movieods TRON. At several critical ports
tossed seas and the challenges of he around the country, Coast Guard
weather search and rescue were ( helicopters are able to offer gun-
true to life. ship capability as an option to
It was a privilege for me to participat regional commanders. In response
in the 25th anniversary celebration of the helo crew from the Helicopter Interdiction Tagfio @ critical need to protect the
Coast Guard rescue swimmer programal Squadron Jacksonville fires warning shots agidaéional  Capital Region from
last year at Elizabeth City, N.C. Tthe bow of a noncompliant boat during airborne d@,@//SbW aviation threats, a very
plank owners in the establishment of thisf force training off the coast of Jacksonville, FL. | sophisticated set of tactics was
program, such as Coast Guard Master developed and termed Rotary
Chiefs Larry Farmer, Darryl Gelakoska Our fixedwing communities have Wing Air Intercept. This package works
and Scott Dyer, as well as retired Capt. progressed as well. In the 1980s, the closely in conjunction with the Depart-
Dana Goward, among others, were vi- Coast Guard developed a very sophisti- ment of Defense to protect critical na-
sionaries to be sure. Their collective cated interceptor system for use againsttional assets, both people and infrastruc-
efforts have saved thousands of lives narcotrafficking via aircraft from the ture. We routinely deploy this capability
over the past quarter century. deep Caribbean. H25 Falcon jets were at the request of the Secret Service.
Coast Guard aviation has also contrib- retro fitted with fighter/interceptor radar, = Recently, we began acceptance of the
uted two pilots to the NASA astronaut the same found on the-F6 Fighting  HC-144 Ocean Sentry. This replacement
program. We were all proud to see Falcon. For several years, the Falcon mediumrange surveillance aircraft is the
Bruce Melnick and DBtwod st alebt aatnAir Siation #iarki combination of a proven airframe, with

the bondso i n such amrdasvared locations inaudingnBaans reodern avionics and sensors. Although
on several Shuttle missions. Of particu- tanamo Bay, Cuba, and Providenciales slower than the H25 that it replaces,
Il ar i nterest was MardnBormduéns Puarth eRpcad. dnt dlosenthe 61€144 promises to be more suitable

standard helicopter hoist terminology to cooperation with the U.S. Customs Ser- for longerrange missions, with escene
operate the robotic arm during a satellite vice, Joint IntetAgency Task Force loiter capability. The sensors are matur-
-repair mission. South and other agencies, the 20 ing into a most useful asset for both tac-
More recent achievements in rotary was very effective in thwarting the air- tical mission accomplishment, as well as
wing development include the arming of borne threat axis. While commanding the provision of critical information to
helicopters to counter aggressive narcot- officer at Coast Guard Air Station Mi- operational commanders. The Ocean
ics trafficking activities in the Caribbean ami, | participated in the demanding Sentry performed admirably during the
and Eastern Pacific. While our ship/ night intercept mission. Deepwater Horizon oil spill response in
helicopter teams had evolved an effec- During the 1990s, the HC30H was the Gulf of Mexico.
tive detection and monitoring capability fitted with a very capable synthetic aper- My observations only touch on a few
in countering small, fast, drecarrying ture radar, forwardooking infrared and  of the changes, enhancements and evolu-
craftfacigo), i nt e r ahercserisarsnintegrted into eassgstemt i o n of todayobs Coac
vessels became problematic, particularly called CASPER. Deployed to the East- component. While we have come a long
when the cutter was out of position. ern Pacific and Gulf of Mexico, CAS- way from piston aircraft and analog ra-
Many cases were documented where aPERequipped HE130s were uniquely dios, the hazards associated with flight
helicopter and a fixeving patrol air-  effective in airborne detection and sur- operations remain the great equalizer.
crew watched helplessly as their prey veillance. With the addition of the HC  Flying in poor weather, icing conditions,
escaped. 130J to the mix and installation of a severe turbulence and high winds over
The solution was the establishment of modernized radar in the -C30H, our the sea or at night demands the utmost
the Helicopter Interdiction Squadron fleet will remain mission effective for from our aircrews. These risks can only
(HITRON), formed to detect, engage years to come. be overcome by dedicated individuals
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who have the knowledge, skills and
abilities to assess and overcome throug
teamwork. Our flight operations have
always been, and will continue to be,
high-risk operations conducted by tal-
ented and dedicated aviation profession
als.

A CG HG144 Ocean Sentry flies over
the drillship Discoverer Enterprisgdune
28, 2010 as part of the response to
Deepwater Horizon oil spill. CG aircraft
flew continuously over the Gulf of Me
ico to find locations of heavy oil on the
ocean surface and communicated
coordinates to vessels so they cqg
skim the oil during the worst spill
U.S. history.

uld
n

In retrospect, it is clear to me that high
-quality people are the essential elemen
in the success of this enterprise. As
look around our aviation community

-today, | see young people who are jus
as committed and dedicated as we wer
30 years ago. For the Coast Guard, an
the next 100 years of naval aviation, the
sky is the limit and the future is bright.

y 4

Semper Paratus.

!

the

the

det Corps [Betsy Ross Division,
Sherman Oaks, Calif.] introduced me to
various aspects of Navy and CG avia-
tion. When 1| trained with CG rescue
‘swimmers, | knew instantly that was
what | wanted to become.

all the hard work and training from the
pilots, flight mechanics and rescue
swimmers come together to effectively
complete a seareaindrescue mission.

tine training flight could be diverted to a
major searctand rescue mission.

[ INSPIRATION: The response to Hurri-
ccane Katrina, with the coordination of
dmultiservice aircraft coming from all

over the country to save so many lives.

V4

The Aviation Appeal
Reprinted with permission from the
a/ St SoNIGAY3I wmnn
GA2y¢ adzlX SYSy
issue of SEAPOWER, the official m
zine of the Navy League of the Unite
States.

f

Aviation Survival Technician
2nd Class Sara Rose Faulkner
HH-60J HELICOPTER RESCUE
SWIMMER, CG AIR STATION
CLEARWATER, FL
HOMETOWN: LOS ANGELES
My involvement in the Naval Sea Ca-

Aga
d

Lt. Jessica S. Davila
MH-65C HELICOPTER COPILOT
CG AIR STATION SAVANNAH

SINa 2GA bl gI !
 HOMET QA INVEBNESS, FL,
_Flying helicopters was a dream o

mine since | was in high school. | al
ways told people | was going to be a
FBI agent and fly helicopters for th

agency. When | was in college, | had

friend in the Coast Guard who brough
me to Aviation Training Center Mobile,
Ala., to see the Coast Guard helicopter
When | left the hangar, | knew then th

| wanted to be a Coast Guard aviator.

| enjoy the satisfaction that comes when|

The most challenging aspect of my job §
is to remain prepared physically and )
t mentally for the unknown. Even a rou- |

Il 6m a part of an
lives. We give people a chance to go
home when they thought they would
never be able to.

INSPIRATION: The cruise shigPrin-
sendamrescue that took place off
Ketchikan, Alaska, on Oct. 4, 1980. The
Coast Guard collaborated with other
agencies to affect the rescue of all 520
passengers and crew members from the
burning ship without loss of life. This
case is particularly inspiring because of
the sheer number of people rescued, the
flawless coordination and international
cooperation.

Al T

AirSta San Fran Seeking
Stories, Photos, etc.

AirSta San Francisco is gathering good
stories, rescues, memos and photos from
all prior shipmates. Please reply directly

"to CDR Erik Langenbacher, CO, at:

Erik.C.Langenbacher@uscg.mil

Search and rescue, when it ends on|a

positive note, gives me the most jo
satisfaction. Il tos

[feeli

a grea¢
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Sector/Air Station Corpus Christi

Hlblh! 'H !wls.! n.!.

By LT Bill Haywood, Aviator #3853

Known as the sparkling city by the bay, Corpus Christi haand combine enforcement efforts. The relationship with CBP in
over 113 miles of Gulf Coast beaches and is the sixth busi@strticular has been enhanced even more with the recentigtand
port in the United States. This busy harbor is also home to tbethe Unmanned Aerial Systems (UAS) program, a joint CG/
largest shrimp fleet in the Gulf of Mexico. That combined wittCBP effort intended to enhance the patrolling of our southern
heavy industry in oil, gas and petrochemicals, and over 5 miknd and maritime borders. There are currently two dual quali-
lion tourists annually keeps Sector/Air Station Corpus Christied MH-65C pilots who are flying the maritime version of the
busy all year round. The airsta employs 3 ¥56C Dolphin PredatoB alongside CBP crews from the National Air Security
helicopters and 3 H{25 Falcon jets to patrol an AOR that ex-Operations Center (NASOC). Two Falcon pilots will attend

tends from the Colo- UAS training in the summer and fall of 2011 for a total of four

rado River south of dual qualified UAS pilots. A Corpus UAS crew made history in
Houston all the way the spring of 2011 when it was diverted to assist an®88 on

to the Mexican bor- a search for 3 people in the water off South Padre Island, mark-
der. Typical mis- ing the first ever UAS assist on a SAR case!

sions are search and Each year, Sector/Air Station Corpus Christi conducts

evacuations from saves 148 lives, and saves $210,000 in property. It also seizes
offshore oil rigs and over 500 Ibs of drugs, interdicts and detains over 100 illegal
tankers, marine envi- immigrants, maintains 1,300 aids to navigation, manages the
ronmental protec- safe arrival of 2,700 commercial vessels, conducts 900 facility

tion, federal fisheries visits, investi
law enforcement, and drug interdiction. gates 230 marine
Sector/Air Station Corpus Christi has changed a laklated incidents,
since it began as a lonely Air Detachment in 1950. Back thenpierforms 375
served the entire western Gulf of Mexico with just one PBY vessel inspeg
Catalina amphibious fixed wing aircraft, four pilots and elevetions, and pro
crew members. It was later designated Air Station Corpwsdes support fo
Christi, and in 1980 it became Group/Air Station Corpu87 CG cutter
Christi, operating as just one of thirteen CG Group units bend boats in th
t ween Port O6Connor , Texas Atladtict Areal Mexi can border . Fijnal
due to the sweeping changes affecting the CG after Septembdr e e t . ltés a busy
2001, CG Sector Corpus Christi was commissioned in May pface!
2005 by joining all the units from Port Lavaca to Brownsville Currently located onboard Naval Air Station Corpus
under one unified command. Because Sectors serve their cddbwisti in an aging WWII hangar, CG Sector/Air Station Corpus
munity -as Afone Christi will transition to a brand new facility near Corpus Christi
stops hoppli ngo International Airport in 2013. This will be a better fit for the HC
for all major CG -144 Ocean Sentry air-
services, it was p craft that is scheduled to
natural progres replace the HiR5 Fal-
sion to incorpo con in 2013, and will
rate the Air Stat finally consolidate al
tion as well. Sec Sector departments up-
tor/Air  Station der one roof! Regardless
Corpus Christi is of location, Sector/Aif
the only dual airframe Sector/Air Station, and continues to ser@&sation Corpus Christ
as a model of success. will be a key part of th
Because of the close proximity to Mexico, there is a heavy focaafety of South Tex3
on border efforts. This led to the creation of a Border Contraind will remain Sempe
Initiative in which the Customs and Border Protection (CBPRaratus!
INS, Department of Agriculture and the CG share intelligence
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rescue, medical an average of 375 SAR cases, assists 445 people in distress,



