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Yôall Come!   
Weôll be ñRoostingò sooner than you think! 

Mobile, Alabama 

November 10-13, 2011 

   Our Pthirty-fifth annual Ptero Roost will salute the men and women of Coast 

Guard Aviation Training Center (AVTRACEN) Mobile.  

   Our ônestô will be at the Marriott Renaissance Riverview Plaza Hotel in down-

town Mobile. The address is 64 South Water St., Mobile, AL 36602ï Local phone 

(251) 438-4000. The Room rate is $100 plus 14% sales and occupancy tax. Park-

ing is $12/day. Reservations can be made, modified, or canceled at http://

w w w . m a r r i o t t . c o m / h o t e l s / t r a v e l / m o b r v ?

groupCode=cgacgaa&app=resvlink&fromDate=11/10/11&toDate=11/13/11 or 

http://www.aoptero.org/roost11mob/roost11index.php, or by telephone 1-800-922-

3298. Refer to and use group name ñCoast Guard Aviation Associationò to obtain 

the group rate. The hotel will honor the $88 dollar group rate for up to three days 

before the 10th and three days after the 13th --- on a space available basis.     

   Please see Page twelve for Roost activities and registration details. 
   Alternate hotels: Hampton Inn & Suites Downtown Mobile Historic District (149 rooms) 

62 South Royal St., (251) 436-8787; The Battle House Renaissance Mobile Hotel & Spa (expensive but beautiful - 238 rooms), 26 

North Royal St., (251) 338-2000; Admiral Semmes Hotel (lots of character) 251 Government St., (251) 432-8000; Holiday Inn 

Downtown Mobile (202 rooms) 301 Government St. (251) 694-0100 

http://www.aoptero.org/htm/newmbr.html
mip://049c9580/%09%20%20http:/www.marriott.com/hotels/travel/mobrv?groupCode=cgacgaa&app=resvlink&fromDate=11/10/11&toDate=11/13/11%20
mip://049c9580/%09%20%20http:/www.marriott.com/hotels/travel/mobrv?groupCode=cgacgaa&app=resvlink&fromDate=11/10/11&toDate=11/13/11%20
mip://049c9580/%09%20%20http:/www.marriott.com/hotels/travel/mobrv?groupCode=cgacgaa&app=resvlink&fromDate=11/10/11&toDate=11/13/11%20
http://www.aoptero.org/roost11mob/roost11index.php
http://maps.google.com/maps/place?cid=14423843396935995295&q=hotels+in+mobile+al&hl=en&gl=us&checkin_date=&num_nights=0&ved=0CIoBEPoLMAA&sa=X&ei=9R38TeqLBJW2yATIpO3-AQ
http://maps.google.com/maps/place?cid=15773259879010826937&q=hotels+in+mobile+al&hl=en&gl=us&checkin_date=&num_nights=0&ved=0CJkBEPoLMAE&sa=X&ei=9R38TeqLBJW2yATIpO3-AQ
http://maps.google.com/maps/place?cid=15160456085072756190&q=hotels+in+mobile+al&hl=en&gl=us&checkin_date=&num_nights=0&ved=0CLcBEPoLMAM&sa=X&ei=9R38TeqLBJW2yATIpO3-AQ
http://maps.google.com/maps/place?cid=8075307249922527815&q=hotels+in+mobile+al&hl=en&gl=us&checkin_date=&num_nights=0&ved=0CPIBEPoLMAc&sa=X&ei=9R38TeqLBJW2yATIpO3-AQ
http://maps.google.com/maps/place?cid=8075307249922527815&q=hotels+in+mobile+al&hl=en&gl=us&checkin_date=&num_nights=0&ved=0CPIBEPoLMAc&sa=X&ei=9R38TeqLBJW2yATIpO3-AQ
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A Message from Aviator 1520 (CGAA/AOP President) 
 

   My Fellow Pterodactyls:   At the outset of my term as President, I 

planned to move us to a position of greater relevance to the individual 

member and prospective member while increasing our net worth and 

raising funds to fulfill ambitious philanthropic activities. We, the offi-

cers of your association, have leveraged a well-established internal com-

munications network, including our Webmeister and Ancient Scribe, 

and we have 7 VPs on our Executive Board who oversee the ñlines of 

businessò variously entitled History; National Roost; Communications/Media Support, Member-

ship; Sponsors/Donors/Benefactors; Unit Support/Agency Liaison and Museums/Artifacts/

Aircraft/ Restorations. We have been well served by the Pterodactyl at Large, the Ancient Alba-

tross and Enlisted Ancient Albatross. We have a Senior Policy Advisory Committee comprising 

active and retired aviation flag officers who provide guidance to the Executive Board regarding 

óthe art of the possible.ô I give my deepest thanks to these men and women, augmented by indi-

vidual volunteers, who have given generously of their time and energy to carry the association 

forward. Finally, and perhaps most importantly, we have enjoyed the unequivocal support of the 

Chief, Aviation forces (who represents our enthusiastic Aviation COôs), the Chief, Aeronautical 

Engineering, and the Chief, Aviation Safety (the óTri ï Psô and their staffs) without whom we 

could not have achieved even a modicum of success. It also doesnôt hurt to have the solid back-

ing of the Coast Guard Chief of Staff! 

   As you know, I am stepping down in November and passing the gavel to a new President and 

Executive Vice President. I am excited about the slate put forth in this issue of PteroGramétwo 

of the finest young gentlemen I have had the privilege to know have volunteered to relieve me 

and Paul Langlois. The rest of our association officers will continue to serve and provide them 

the same unflagging support Paul and I received. Itôs time to turn the page to a new chapter in 

our organizationôs history. Many of my goals are left unfulfilled. I had, for example, intended to 

explore an upgrade in communications and media relations (Gib Brownôs position as manager of 

the Aviation History website has still not been filled). I had desired to create a fiduciary process 

whereby a Ptero could bequeath a portion of his/her estate to CGAA as a codicil to oneôs Will 

(similar to Rotary). Lastly, I had hoped to build a bridge to attainment of the goal of the Phoenix 

Project ï to see an HH-52 on display at the National Air and Space Museum.  

   Thanks for your support throughout this journey. Please step forward to support your new 

leadership team as you have in the past. As I look back on things we accomplished, I am, on 

balance, extremely proud of the image we have created for the association. I think we have at-

tained ócritical massô and will continue to grow and exert a powerful influence on the minds of 

those who lead our service and country. Most importantly, however, I am proud that millions of 

everyday Americans, especially our youth, will appreciate the deeds of Coast Guard Aviation as 

we approach our hundredth anniversary. 1520 

 

Taps 
          We regret to report that the following members  
have recently logged their last flight:  

CWO1 Robert J. OôLeary, P-2098   10/9/10 

CAPT Daniel L. Muir, 686  2/25/11 

CDR Eugene P. Baumann, 694  2/26/11 

CAPT Walter M. Coburn, 1097  3/3/11 

LCDR Gordon P. Lau, 1696  3/20/11 

Sandra Minor, (wife of CDR Lawrence A. Minor, 1120)  5/17/11 

CDR Norman L. Horton, 187  5/22/11 

CAPT Grover N. Lipe, Jr., 1942  4/2/11 

Buck A. Parham, P-2594  7/1/11 

LCDR Matthew J. Ahern, 839  7/11/11 
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   It was warm and blustery in beautiful 

Clearwater, FL on 6 May when about 

150 Pteros gathered at Air Station Clear-

water to celebrate the Centennial of Na-

val Aviation and dedicate the beautifully 

restored HU-16E CGNR 1023. A cold 

front that backed up as a warm front at 

just the wrong time caused the intrepid 

AirSta staff to go from Plan A to B to C 

when the ceremony had to be held in-

doors. The setting didnôt really matter; it 

was the event that was so significant. 

What a wonderful and nostalgic celebra-

tion it was! 

Many old ac-

quaintances were 

renewed and 

Ptero Ptales ga-

lore were heard 

throughout the 

day. 

   Ptero CAPT 

John Turner, 

Aviator 2929, told the audience that we 

are celebrating three events: the Centen-

nial of Naval Aviation, the dedication of 

HU-16 E 1023, and the re-dedication of 

the HU-16E 1240 memorial. He noted 

the enormous turnout that illustrates the 

recognition of the people who have gone 

before us. It has been 60 years since the 

first CG HU-16 flight and 35 years since 

the movement of the AirSta from St. 

Petersburg to Clearwater. He reviewed 

various renditions of the origins of the 

term of endearment ñGoatò and re-

viewed the highlights of the 

95 years of CG aviation. 

   Ancient Al RADM Blore 

noted that thereôs probably 

more history in the audience 

than in the presentersô notes. 

He said the 1023 looks phe-

nomenal, ready to start en-

gines and taxi out. He said 

heôs the Ancient Albatross, 

but heôs feeling young, con-

sidering the audience. He 

said the CG aviation fleet 

has never been newer and 

gave kudos to 

all former óGoatô crew-

men. He thanked the 

Pteros for their support of 

the project and said if it 

wasnôt for the CGAA, we 

would have 

lost the op-

portunity to 

preserve CG 

aviation his-

tory. He said 

our CG avia-

tion stories are a mix of 

truth, whimsy, and bravado.  

   Ptero Prez Mont Smith 

thanked the AirSta CO and 

crew. He noted that he was 

assigned to AirSta Clearwa-

ter from ó79-ô82. He said 

that the HU-16 is the last of the great 

seaplanes and óGoatô is a sign of affec-

tion. He invited everyone to join the 

CGAA, those who love CG aviation, and 

reviewed what the CGAA does. He rec-

ognized Master Chiefs John Milbrandt 

and Matt Boyd, who headed up the res-

toration, and Ptero Ray Copin, Aviator 

744, first AirSta Clearwater CO. 

        Master Chief Milbrandt then read 

the inscriptions on the HU-16 1023 

plaque [See P. 24...Ed] and the HU-16E 

1040 plaque [See issue 1-11, P.11...Ed] 

Mr. David Macon then presented flags 

flown over the nationôs capital from 

Rep. C.W. óBillô Young to the family of 

Lt. Clifford Hanna, Aviator 1061, 1040 

Aircraft Commander on its fateful flight 

in 1967, in honor of his sacrifice. 

[See ó1023 Dedicationô on P. 23] 

Air Station Clearwater Dedicates HU-16E CGNR 1023 
by Ptero Steve Goldhammer, Aviator 1207 

CPO John Simmons (L), Pteros Paul Grimes, 

P-2128, Jack Stice, Aviator 1234, Mont 

Smith, Aviator 1520, and Paul Milligan, 

Aviator 1034 reminisce prior to ceremony. 

Ptero Ray Copin, Aviator 744, and his grand

-nephew, Kyle Jackson, in background. 

Enlisted Ancient Al Ptero Pete MacDougall, P-2900 (L), Res-

toration Supervisor Ptero John Milbrandt, P-3158, CO Ptero 

John Turner, Aviator 2929, D7 Chief of Staff Scott Buschman, 

Ancient Al Ptero RADM Gary Blore, Aviator 1850, and XO 

Tim Gilbride salute the colors. 

Ptero Prez Smith, Enlisted Ancient Al 

MacDougall, Ancient Al RADM Blore, 

and D7 Chief of Staff Buschman during 

reading of dedication plaques. 

David Macon presents U.S. flag to Linda 

Stephenson (L), widow of Lt. Hanna, and 

June (Hanna) Thayer, sister of Lt. Hanna, 

while Bill Thayer, Anne (Hanna) Keller, 

daughter of Lt. Hanna, and Tamara (Hanna) 

January, daughter of Lt. Hanna, look on. 
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Last of the Ancient Orderôs óFounding Four,ô  

Ptero Norm Horton, Aviator 187, Passes Away 
By  

Ptero Mont Smith, Aviator 1520 

     

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

   It is with great sadness that I relay 

the news from the family of Norm 

Horton that our last of the original 

four Ancient Order of the Pterodac-

tyl founders (George Thometz, Gus 

Shrode, Andy Wall, and Norm) 

passed away at age 93 on 21 May. 

Many of you remember seeing Norm 

at our Washington Roost in 2007, 

and at the Astoria Roost in 2008. 

   Norm received his wings on De-

cember 13, 1943. He flew seaplanes 

and early helicopters, becoming 

Commanding Officer of Coast Guard 

Air Station Salem, Massachusetts 

before his retirement. After Coast 

Guard service, Norm became a pri-

vate consultant in aviation accident 

investigation, and a lecturer in avia-

tion management and accident inves-

tigation at the University of Southern 

California Aviation Safety Officer 

Program. That is where I first met 

him, and he inspired me to try to be a 

conscientious flight safety officer. It 

should be noted that Norm was 

highly respected by all of the mili-

tary services for his safety teachings 

and philosophy, and was often in-

vited by major commands to address 

their organization on best practices 

in the field. 

   As Ptero Ray Copin (Av 744) has 

said, ñOn the eve of celebrations of 

100 years of naval aviation and 

close to 100 years of CG aviation, 

we could list at least one hundred 

things of value to the nation, the 

Coast Guard, and history in general 

that would not have happened, or be 

documented, if it not were for the 

existence of the organization Norm 

helped to start.ò Norm was ex-

tremely proud to see the Ancient Or-

der of the Pterodactyl become the 

Coast Guard Aviation Association. 

Norm proudly wore his miniature 

wings on his coat lapel. 

   Norm was pre-deceased by his 

lovely wife, Lucille, in 2007 with 

whom he will be interred. He resided 

of late in Jacksonville, Oregon. 

Norm is survived by his children, 

Pamela Roehrig, of San Pedro, 

Calif., Stephanie Horton, of Jackson-

ville, Ore., and Robert Horton, of 

Medford, Ore.; as well as two grand-

children, Lola Pearl Horton, and 

Kyle Riddle. The Horton daughters 

are making arrangements at the Ea-

gle Point, Oregon National Ceme-

tery. Burial of Normôs ashes is ex-

pected to be scheduled in late July or 

early August as the family wishes to 

await completion of a column burial 

structure which will accommodate 

interment of Norm and Lucille to-

gether. CGAA members will be ad-

vised of arrangements in a forthcom-

ing ALPTERO. 
 

   PO1 Troy Brevikôs duties as an avia-

tion maintenance technician, or flight 

mechanic, at AirSta Sitka usually mean 

he might be flying out at a momentôs 

notice to aid a sinking vessel, rescue a 

hiker from a mountain, or touch up an 

issue on the Jayhawk helos. Brevikôs 

achievements include the CG Commen-

dation and Achievement medals, a Com-

mandantôs Letter of Commendation, a 

Meritorious Volunteer Medal, and team 

awards. 

   On 27 May, Brevik was officially hon-

ored at CG Headquarters. His honors 

included a tour of the White House and 

the Capitol Building and resulted in an 

automatic advancement to CPO. In a 

press release, CG Commandant ADM 

Robert Papp said, ñPetty Officer Brevik 

was the unitôs cornerstone during a year 

when AirSta Sitka overcame numerous 

challenges, including the transition to a 

new aircraft, an Aeronautical Engineer-

ing logistics inspection, and a unit stan-

dardization evaluation. Time and time 

again, PO Brevik was the first to volun-

teer for the critical leadership roles. He 

aggressively sought positions of in-

creased responsibility and leadership, 

making significant positive and long-

lasting impacts on the unit.ò 

The Enlisted Person of the Year award is 

for duties designated in that award year. 

Brevik was noted for leading 55 mainte-

nance personnel through qualification 

plans in the transition to the new Jay-

hawk helo, supervising intensive train-

ing programs in the aviation department, 

presenting 40 hours of instruction to the 

fire department, and responding to 67 

fire calls and assisting or saving 70 lives, 

volunteering with Sitka Mountain Res-

cue, and aiding in 35 search-and-

rescues. 

Brevikôs expertise enabled AirSta Sitka 

helos to fly more than 2,100 hours on 

150 SAR missions. He flew on 15 of 

those missions, which resulted in five 

lives saved. 

 

AirSta Sitkaôs PO1 Troy 

Brevik Named Enlisted 

Person of the Year 

Norm Horton at the 2008 Roost 
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CG Wins 4 of 9 HAI 2011 ñSalute to Excellenceò Awards  

   Helicop-

ter Asso-

c i a t i o n 

I n t e r n a -

tional has 

announced 

the winners 

o f  i t s 

ñSalute to 

E x c e l -

lenceò awards, who were honored at an 

awards dinner in Orlando, Fla. on March 

7, 2011 during HELI-EXPO 2011, the 

worldôs largest trade show dedicated to 

the international helicopter community. 

Coast Guard members/crews won 4 of 

the 9 awards, including Pilot of the 

Year. This yearôs presentations marked 

HAIôs 50th anniversary of saluting ex-

cellence by honoring the bravery, skill, 

devotion and community service of 

members of the international helicopter 

community. The first Pilot of the Year 

Award, HAIôs oldest honor, was pre-

sented for 1960. ñSince helicopters first 

flew, this industryôs members have been 

using exceptional skill and dedication to 

aid and support the public greater good,ò 

HAI President Matt Zuccaro said. ñThe 

latest honorees continue that outstanding 

tradition. We and our award sponsors 

applaud their efforts, which go above 

and beyond.ò Those honorees were: 

Pilot of the Year Award: Lt. Audie 

Andry, CG AirSta Kodiak, Alaska, for 

demonstrating exceptional airmanship 

and decisive action in landing his Sikor-

sky HH-60J (with five other crewmem-

bers aboard) safely aboard the USCG 

Cutter Healy after it suffered a main-

transmission input failure while in a 40-

foot hover 100 feet from the ship at 

night. This award honors ñan out-

standing single feat performed by a heli-

copter pilot during the year or extraordi-

nary professionalism over a period of 

time.ò 

   ñThe thing I remember the most is 

how quickly the events transpired,ò re-

calls Andry. ñWe were hovering on a 

normal training flight and then a few 

seconds later we were doing everything 

we could to avoid going into the water.ò 

His skill and decisive action were crucial 

during the aircraftôs failure and undoubt-

edly stem from Andryôs experience with 

helicopters, which dates back to 1990 

when he joined the Army as a helicopter 

mechanic. ñReceiving an award from an 

organization that is always at the leading 

edge of the rotary wing industry is both 

extremely humbling and gratifying,ò 

said Andry. 

Sikorsky Humanitarian Service 

Award : The crew of CG Helicopter 

6505, AirSta New Orleans, La. Lt. Cdr. 

Thomas G. Hickey, Aviator 3644, air-

craft commander; Lt. Cdr. Craig Murray, 

Aviator 3600, copilot; flight mechanic/

hoist operator and Avionics Electrical 

Technician 2nd Class Scott Lloyd, and 

Aviation Survival Technician Chief 

Petty Officer Kurt Peterson (rescue 

swimmer). This Eurocopter MH-65C 

was the first to arrive at the Deepwater 

Horizon drilling rig after its explosion 

April 20, 2010 in the Gulf of Mexico; its 

crew assumed on-scene command of 

rescue and recovery efforts there. After 

an initial search, 6505 lowered Peterson 

to the Offshore Supply Vessel Damon B. 

Bankston, where he took charge of a 

makeshift medical team and triaged 115 

survivors. The crew remaining on 6505 

flew five of those survivors to safety. 

This award honors those who best dem-

onstrate the value of helicopters to soci-

ety by saving lives, protecting property 

and aiding those in distress. 

ñI was brought up in the Coast 

Guard to be a quiet professional. 

But I have to admit, Iôm ex-

tremely proud of my aircrew and 

their relentless effort that night,ò 

said Hickey. ñIôm equally proud 

of the other Coast Guard surface 

and aircrews, civilian Good-

Samaritans and support staffs 

that participated in the rescue 

effort. Our crew could not have 

executed this particular case 

alone.ò 

Rolls-Royce Excellence in Helicopter 

Maintenance Award: Aviation Mainte-

nance Technician 2nd Class Nicholas H. 

Baisden, CG AirSta New Orleans, for 

his exceptional leadership in guiding 72 

mechanics assigned temporarily to 

AirSta New Orleans to support the Coast 

Guardôs aerial response to the April 20, 

2010 Deepwater Horizon disaster. This 

award recognizes an individual who has 

distinguished himself or herself by long-

standing excellence in the performance 

of helicopter maintenance or a single, 

significant and distinct contribution to 

helicopter maintenance. 

   ñWe were working on nine or ten heli-

copters at a time,ò recalls Baisden. 

ñBecause the aircraft were out flying all 

day, we had to work the night shift the 

whole time. These aircraft couldnôt go 

out until we checked them and without 

our work in the hangar fixing in the air-

craft these aircraft couldnôt fly at first 

light.ò 

MD Helicopters Law Enforcement 

Award : The crew of CG Helicopter 

6597, Helicopter Interdiction Tactical 

Squadron (HITRON) Aviation Detach-

ment 10-01 Lt. Cdr. Robert G. Work-

man, Aviator 3515C, Ptero Capt. Joseph 

T. Baker, Aviator 2511, Lt. j.g. Matthew 

J. Van Ginkel, Avionics Electrical Tech-

nician 3rd Class Kimberly N. Dech-

merowski, Aviation Maintenance Tech-

nician 1st Class Thomas J. Masell, Avi-

onics Electrical Technician 1st Class 

Joseph D. Paulson, Aviation Mainte-

nance Technician 2nd Class Brian M. 

Dugal and Aviation Maintenance Tech-

nician 3rd Class Jacob S. Dickson. De-

ployed to the USCG Cutter Sherman as 

part of Joint Interagency Task Force 

South in the waters off the southeastern 

U.S., this crew interdicted six vessels 

engaged in illegal drug smuggling and 

accomplished ñthe unprecedented feat of 

stopping four vessels in one mission,ò 

according to the nominator. This award 

recognizes those who have contributed 

to the promotion and advancement of 

helicopters in support of law enforce-

ment activities. 

   ñAs we flew behind the four go-fasts 

at 600 feet, the inner two go fasts were 

criss-crossing with each other,ò said 

Workman. ñLittle did they realize that 

an armed MH-65C helicopter was 

watching them from a quarter mile 

awayéThey had no idea we were there 

until it was too late.ò 
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   CG Rear Adm. Gary Blore retired and 

passed on the title of Ancient Albatross 

(#23) to Vice Adm. John Currier during 

a Change of Watch ceremony at Sector 

Columbia River in Warrenton, Ore., on 

14 July. 

   Blore was relieved as the 13th District 

Commander on July 12, 2011, by Rear 

Adm. Keith A. Taylor, and retired at the 

conclusion of the Ancient Albatross 

ceremony. 

   Adm. Robert J. Papp, Jr., Comman-

dant of the CG, oversaw the ceremony. 

   The CG Ancient Albatross Award was 

instituted in 1966 to honor the CG avia-

tor on active duty who has held that des-

ignation for the longest period.  In 1988, 

the Enlisted Ancient Albatross Award 

was established for the enlisted member 

on active duty with the earliest gradua-

tion date from class ñAò school in a CG 

aviation rating. 

   Rear Adm. Blore assumed command 

of the Thirteenth CG District in July 

2009. As District Commander, he was 

responsible for CG operations covering 

four states (Washington, Oregon, Idaho, 

and Montana), more than 4,400 miles of 

coastline, 600 miles of inland water-

VADM Currier Relieves RADM Blore as Ancient Albatross 

ways, and 125 miles of interna-

tional border with Canada. He 

was in charge of more than 

5,770 active duty, reserve duty, 

civilian and Auxiliary men and 

women; whom annually con-

ducted more than 3,000 search-

and-rescue missions, executed 

more than 3,200 law enforce-

ment boardings, and inspected 

more than 5,700 vessels. 

   Rear Adm. Blore graduated, 

with honors, from the CG 

Academy in 1975 with a 

Bachelor of Science in econom-

ics and holds an MPA Degree 

from Columbia University. His 

personal decorations include 

the Distinguished Service 

Medal, five awards of the Le-

gion of Merit, two Meritorious 

Service Medals, two CG Com-

mendation Medals and the 

Transportation 9-11 Medal, as 

well as other service and cam-

paign awards. 

Ptero RADM Gary Blore, Aviator 1850, passes his 

aviator's scarf on to VADM John Currier, Aviator 

1877, during the Ancient Al Change of Watch Cere-

mony. Ancient Albatross is an honorary title given to 

active duty CG members, enlisted and officer, who 

have the longest history in aviation in the service. 

Blore, who served in the CG for 36 years, received 

the title in 2009. CG photo by PO Shawn Eggert 

CG Rear Adm. Gary Blore speaks dur-

ing the Ancient Albatross Change of 

Watch Ceremony at Sector Columbia 

River in Astoria, July 14. CG photo by 

PO Shawn Eggert 

 RADM Blore receives a Distinguished 

Service Medal from CG Commandant 

Adm. Robert Papp during his retirement 

ceremony. Blore held the position of 

Group/Air Station Commander in Astoria 

from 1997-2000. CG photo by Petty Offi-

cer Shawn Eggert 

AirSta Port Angeles  

Celebrates Centennial of 

Naval Aviation 

   CG AirSta/Sector Field Office Port 

Angeles hosted a local celebration for 

the Centennial of Naval Aviation com-

bined with a Safe Boating Expo at the 

CG base on Ediz Hook on June 25. 

   In tribute to 100 years of Naval Avia-

tion, AirSta Port Angeles held a fly-in 

for government and commercial aircraft 

from around the Northwest. A search-

and-rescue demonstration was con-

ducted by the crew of an MH-65 Dol-

phin helicopter. 

http://www.uscg.mil/flag/cg00.asp
http://www.aoptero.org/htm/alaward.htm
http://www.uscg.mil/d13/
http://www.cga.edu/
http://www.cga.edu/
http://cgvi.uscg.mil/media/main.php?g2_itemId=1297711&g2_imageViewsIndex=1
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   Standing on the hangar deck at Air 

Station Cape Cod, Mass., in the spring 

of 1978, I had the privilege to observe 

my first awards ceremony as a newly 

commissioned Coast Guard aviator. As I 

stood proudly at attention in my freshly 

starched uniform, my butter bars gleam-

ing, and sporting shiny and fresh wings, 

I tried to mask my anxiety, standing 

among more experienced and senior 

compatriots. 

   Adding to the intimidation factor, 

standing to my left was a Direct Com-

mission aviator who had been an Army 

combat veteran during Vietnam, and to 

my right was a grizzled Coast Guard 

aviator who had survived multiple tours 

in the unforgiving Alaskan environment. 

Both wore the Distinguished Flying 

Cross (DFC) device, and one a Silver 

Star, on their dress canvas. 

   The ceremony continued with the 

award of a DFC to the pilot of one of our 

own helicopters, who had flown through 

a Norôeaster to rescue the crew of a 

coastal tanker that was breaking up in 

high seas. The realization struck me that 

I was about to be initiated into the 

unique community of the Coast Guard 

search-and-rescue (SAR) pilots. 

   Now, I am able to recall that day in 

retrospect through the lens of a 34-year 

career as an officer and aviator in one of 

the finest institutions of our government. 

From those days when SAR was the 

single, pre-eminent mission, I have 

watched Coast Guard aviation progress 

into a unique instrument in our nationôs 

A 30-Year Retrospective 
By Ptero VADM John P. Currier, Aviator 1877, Chief of Staff 

wŜǇǊƛƴǘŜŘ ǿƛǘƘ ǇŜǊƳƛǎǎƛƻƴ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ ŀǳǘƘƻǊ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ ά/ŜƭŜōǊŀǘƛƴƎ млл ¸ŜŀǊǎ ƻŦ 
bŀǾŀƭ !Ǿƛŀǘƛƻƴέ ǎǳǇǇƭŜƳŜƴǘ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ aŀȅ нлмм ƛǎǎǳŜ ƻŦ {9!th²9wΣ ǘƘŜ ƻŦŦƛŎƛŀƭ 

magazine of the Navy League of the United States. 

arsenal for ensuring maritime safety and 

security. Our capabilities, assets and, 

most importantly, people have pro-

gressed and developed rapidly into a 

multimission force able to respond to 

virtually any crisis our nation could face 

on or near its shores. 

   In the context of many years of experi-

ence, I have witnessed the effective total 

force response to threats as diverse as 

the Mariel Boatlift (1980), the Exxon 

Valdez environmental catastrophe 

(1989), the loss of the liner Prinsendam 

in the Gulf of Alaska (1980), the cata-

clysm of Hurricane Katrina (2005) and, 

most recently, the Deepwater Horizon 

oil well failure in the Gulf of Mexico 

last year. Concurrently, with these mile-

stone events, we have developed unique 

capabilities to partner with federal law 

enforcement and the U.S. Navy to inter-

dict illegal narcotics and counter mass 

migration incidents at sea. 

   One might ask what has enabled the 

Coast Guard and its aviation component 

to evolve into the agile and capable 

force that it is today. The answer to that 

question requires a walk in time with a 

view of the events that spurred the de-

velopment of this growth. 

   First, one must understand the culture 

of the Coast Guard. Formed through an 

amalgamation of several federal agen-

cies from the mid-19th century through 

the days following World War II, the 

modern Coast Guard emerged with a 

strong first-response ethic. We are all 

oriented toward responding to crisis with 

a small, capable, well-organized and 

effective force package that is able to 

operate autonomously and adapt to han-

dle any emergent situation. This attribute 

was certainly evident in the U.S. Life-

saving Service and the Revenue Cutter 

Service, two of the principal forbearers 

of todayôs Coast Guard. 

   A second element that has contributed 

to the aviation capability of today is the 

evolution of the airplane and helicopter. 

As naval aviation celebrates its centen-

nial, Coast Guard aviation remains an 

integral component, along with that of 

our Navy and Marine Corps brethren. 

Our people, officers and enlisted, have 

been integral in the development of long

-range search aircraft and short- to me-

dium-range helicopters employed in 

SAR and law enforcement. 

   From the story of Coast Guard Lt. 

Elmer Stone and his role as pilot of the 

Navyôs NC-4 under the command of 

Navy Lt. Cmdr. A.C. Read in their epic 

first crossing of the Atlantic, to the 

achievements of pioneers including 

Coast Guard Cmdr. Frank Erickson and 

Lt. Steward Graham in the development 

of the helicopter for not only SAR, but 

anti-submarine warfare, medevac and 

firefighting, the Coast Guard has con-

tributed materially to the evolution of 

modern flying machines. In our applica-

tion, the helicopter was developed as an 

extension of the coastal surf/rescue boat 

combining air and surface capabilities to 

perform the most challenging rescues. 

   There are numerous examples of the 

Coast Guardôs outstanding record of 

contribution in the development of air-

craft and their specialized use. I have the 

privilege of calling Stewart Graham a 

friend. Now in his 94th year, he lives 

quietly on a lake in Maine. His personal 

contribution to rotary-wing flight in the 

development of our modern machines, 

as well as the tactics and techniques that 

are used in air/sea rescue today, cannot 

be overstated. 

   He was directly involved in the inven-

tion of the rescue hoist, the basket, litter, 

pop-out floats and most of the tech-

niques used in hoisting operations to this 

day. He was among the first to land heli-

copters in the water and aboard ship, 

pioneering the use of the helicopter in 

the protection of convoys from U-boats 

in the dark days of World War II. 

   Stewart is able to recall virtually all of 

his flight activities in incredible detail, 

as if they were yesterday. Listening to 

him recount his adventures is to witness 

living history. What I mention here is 

but a small number of his monumental 

achievements in the development of 

todayôs helicopter, not just Coast Guard 

but in all applications. As a project offi-

cer for the acquisition of our HH-60J 

during the late 1980s, I wasnôt surprised 

to hear that Stewart Graham was still 

held in the highest esteem by the people 

at Sikorsky for his early pioneering ef-

forts in partnership with icons Igor and 

his son, Sergei, who served as a petty 

officer second class in the Coast Guard. 

Another significant enhancement of our 

aviation capabilities began 26 years ago, 



8  Pterogram  -  Summer 2011 

in response to a challenging rescue mis-

sion in very demanding weather that 

resulted in significant loss of life. In 

1995, the Coast Guard designed and 

implemented a helicopter rescue swim-

mer program based on equipment and 

tactics used in the U.K. Royal Navy and 

Canadian Air Force. From very humble 

beginnings, the rescue swimmers of to-

day are among the worldôs very best. 

   Deployed from HH-60 and HH-65 

helicopters, they have routinely per-

formed incredible feats in rescuing 

stranded mariners from near impossible 

conditions. Theirs is the stuff of legend 

as told in the hit Hollywood movie The 

Guardian. I can state from experience 

that the movieôs depiction of storm-

tossed seas and the challenges of heavy 

weather search and rescue were quite 

true to life. 

   It was a privilege for me to participate 

in the 25th anniversary celebration of the 

Coast Guard rescue swimmer program 

last year at Elizabeth City, N.C. The 

plank owners in the establishment of this 

program, such as Coast Guard Master 

Chiefs Larry Farmer, Darryl Gelakoska 

and Scott Dyer, as well as retired Capt. 

Dana Goward, among others, were vi-

sionaries to be sure. Their collective 

efforts have saved thousands of lives 

over the past quarter century. 

   Coast Guard aviation has also contrib-

uted two pilots to the NASA astronaut 

program. We were all proud to see 

Bruce Melnick and Dan Burbank ñbreak 

the bondsò in such a spectacular manner 

on several Shuttle missions. Of particu-

lar interest was Melnickôs adaptation of 

standard helicopter hoist terminology to 

operate the robotic arm during a satellite

-repair mission. 

   More recent achievements in rotary-

wing development include the arming of 

helicopters to counter aggressive narcot-

ics trafficking activities in the Caribbean 

and Eastern Pacific. While our ship/ 

helicopter teams had evolved an effec-

tive detection and monitoring capability 

in countering small, fast, drug-carrying 

craft (ñgo-fastsò), interdiction of these 

vessels became problematic, particularly 

when the cutter was out of position. 

Many cases were documented where a 

helicopter and a fixed-wing patrol air-

crew watched helplessly as their prey 

escaped. 

The solution was the establishment of 

the Helicopter Interdiction Squadron 

(HITRON), formed to detect, engage 

and, if necessary, stop go-fasts using 

warning shots and precision fire. This 

program has been uniquely successful. 

HITRONôs pilots and crew now flying 

the MH-65 have a near-perfect record of 

stopping or disabling highly suspect 

vessels. Their contribution has enhanced 

the effectiveness of the ship-helicopter 

team throughout the transit zones and 

kept literally tons of narcotics from our 

streets. 

   Our fixed-wing communities have 

progressed as well. In the 1980s, the 

Coast Guard developed a very sophisti-

cated interceptor system for use against 

narco-trafficking via aircraft from the 

deep Caribbean. HU-25 Falcon jets were 

retro fitted with fighter/interceptor radar, 

the same found on the F-16 Fighting 

Falcon. For several years, the Falcon 

stood strip alert at Air Station Miami 

and at varied locations including Guan-

tanamo Bay, Cuba, and Providenciales 

and Borinquen, Puerto Rico. In close 

cooperation with the U.S. Customs Ser-

vice, Joint Inter-Agency Task Force 

South and other agencies, the HU-25 

was very effective in thwarting the air-

borne threat axis. While commanding 

officer at Coast Guard Air Station Mi-

ami, I participated in the demanding 

night intercept mission. 

During the 1990s, the HC-130H was 

fitted with a very capable synthetic aper-

ture radar, forward-looking infrared and 

other sensors integrated into a system 

called CASPER. Deployed to the East-

ern Pacific and Gulf of Mexico, CAS-

PER-equipped HC-130s were uniquely 

effective in airborne detection and sur-

veillance. With the addition of the HC-

130J to the mix and installation of a 

modernized radar in the C-130H, our 

fleet will remain mission effective for 

years to come. 

   Building on the basic HH-60J and HH-

65A airframes, our helicopters have 

been modernized into MH-60Ts and MH

-65C/Ds and enhanced through a series 

of block upgrades conducted at the 

Aviation Logistics Center (ALC) at 

Elizabeth City. In my opinion, ALC is 

home to a dedicated band of skilled en-

gineers and craftsmen who border on 

magicians when it comes to aircraft 

modification and maintenance. They are 

the unsung heroes of Coast Guard 

aviation. 

   Additional rotary-wing capabili-

ties have included an airborne-use

-of-Force package that built upon 

the lessons learned from HI-

TRON. At several critical ports 

around the country, Coast Guard 

helicopters are able to offer gun-

ship capability as an option to 

regional commanders. In response 

to a critical need to protect the 

National Capital Region from 

low/slow aviation threats, a very 

sophisticated set of tactics was 

developed and termed Rotary 

Wing Air Intercept. This package works 

closely in conjunction with the Depart-

ment of Defense to protect critical na-

tional assets, both people and infrastruc-

ture. We routinely deploy this capability 

at the request of the Secret Service. 

   Recently, we began acceptance of the 

HC-144 Ocean Sentry. This replacement 

medium-range surveillance aircraft is the 

combination of a proven airframe, with 

modern avionics and sensors. Although 

slower than the HU-25 that it replaces, 

the HC-144 promises to be more suitable 

for longer-range missions, with on-scene 

loiter capability. The sensors are matur-

ing into a most useful asset for both tac-

tical mission accomplishment, as well as 

the provision of critical information to 

operational commanders. The Ocean 

Sentry performed admirably during the 

Deepwater Horizon oil spill response in 

the Gulf of Mexico. 

   My observations only touch on a few 

of the changes, enhancements and evolu-

tion of todayôs Coast Guard aviation 

component. While we have come a long 

way from piston aircraft and analog ra-

dios, the hazards associated with flight 

operations remain the great equalizer. 

Flying in poor weather, icing conditions, 

severe turbulence and high winds over 

the sea or at night demands the utmost 

from our aircrews. These risks can only 

be overcome by dedicated individuals  

A helo crew from the Helicopter Interdiction Tacti-

cal Squadron Jacksonville fires warning shots across 

the bow of a noncompliant boat during airborne use 

of force training off the coast of Jacksonville, FL. 
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det Corps [Betsy Ross Division, 

Sherman Oaks, Calif.] introduced me to 

various aspects of Navy and CG avia-

tion. When I trained with CG rescue 

swimmers, I knew instantly that was 

what I wanted to become.  

I enjoy the satisfaction that comes when 

all the hard work and training from the 

pilots, flight mechanics and rescue 

swimmers come together to effectively 

complete a search-and-rescue mission. 

The most challenging aspect of my job 

is to remain prepared physically and 

mentally for the unknown. Even a rou-

tine training flight could be diverted to a 

major search-and rescue mission. 

INSPIRATION: The response to Hurri-

cane Katrina, with the coordination of 

multiservice aircraft coming from all 

over the country to save so many lives.  

 
 

 

Lt. Jessica S. Davila 
MH-65C HELICOPTER COPILOT 

CG AIR STATION SAVANNAH, 

GA. 

HOMETOWN: INVERNESS, FL 
   Flying helicopters was a dream of 

mine since I was in high school. I al-

ways told people I was going to be an 

FBI agent and fly helicopters for the 

agency. When I was in college, I had a 

friend in the Coast Guard who brought 

me to Aviation Training Center Mobile, 

Ala., to see the Coast Guard helicopters. 

When I left the hangar, I knew then that 

I wanted to be a Coast Guard aviator. 

   Search and rescue, when it ends on a 

positive note, gives me the most job 

satisfaction. Itôs a great feeling knowing 

Iôm a part of an organization that saves 

lives. We give people a chance to go 

home when they thought they would 

never be able to. 

INSPIRATION: The cruise ship Prin-

sendam rescue that took place off 

Ketchikan, Alaska, on Oct. 4, 1980. The 

Coast Guard collaborated with other 

agencies to affect the rescue of all 520 

passengers and crew members from the 

burning ship without loss of life. This 

case is particularly inspiring because of 

the sheer number of people rescued, the 

flawless coordination and international 

cooperation. 

who have the knowledge, skills and 

abilities to assess and overcome through 

teamwork. Our flight operations have 

always been, and will continue to be, 

high-risk operations conducted by tal-

ented and dedicated aviation profession-

als. 

   In retrospect, it is clear to me that high

-quality people are the essential element 

in the success of this enterprise. As I 

look around our aviation community 

today, I see young people who are just 

as committed and dedicated as we were 

30 years ago. For the Coast Guard, and 

the next 100 years of naval aviation, the 

sky is the limit and the future is bright. 

 

Semper Paratus.  

A CG HC-144 Ocean Sentry flies over 

the drillship Discoverer Enterprise June 

28, 2010 as part of the response to the 

Deepwater Horizon oil spill. CG aircraft 

flew continuously over the Gulf of Mex-

ico to find locations of heavy oil on the 

ocean surface and communicated the 

coordinates to vessels so they could 

skim the oil during the worst spill in 

U.S. history. 

The Aviation Appeal 
Reprinted with permission from the 
ά/ŜƭŜōǊŀǘƛƴƎ млл ¸ŜŀǊǎ ƻŦ bŀǾŀƭ !Ǿƛŀπ
ǘƛƻƴέ ǎǳǇǇƭŜƳŜƴǘ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ aŀȅ нлмм 

issue of SEAPOWER, the official maga-
zine of the Navy League of the United 

States. 

Aviation Survival Technician 

2nd Class Sara Rose Faulkner 
HH-60J HELICOPTER RESCUE 

SWIMMER, CG AIR STATION 

CLEARWATER, FL 

HOMETOWN: LOS ANGELES 
   My involvement in the Naval Sea Ca-

AirSta San Fran Seeking 

Stories, Photos, etc. 

AirSta San Francisco is gathering good 

stories, rescues, memos and photos from 

all prior shipmates. Please reply directly 

to CDR Erik Langenbacher, CO, at: 

Erik.C.Langenbacher@uscg.mil 

mailto:Erik.C.Langenbacher@uscg.mil
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   Known as the sparkling city by the bay, Corpus Christi has 

over 113 miles of Gulf Coast beaches and is the sixth busiest 

port in the United States. This busy harbor is also home to the 

largest shrimp fleet in the Gulf of Mexico. That combined with 

heavy industry in oil, gas and petrochemicals, and over 5 mil-

lion tourists annually keeps Sector/Air Station Corpus Christi 

busy all year round. The airsta employs 3 MH-65C Dolphin 

helicopters and 3 HU-25 Falcon jets to patrol an AOR that ex-

tends from the Colo-

rado River south of 

Houston all the way 

to the Mexican bor-

der. Typical mis-

sions are search and 

rescue, medical 

evacuations from 

offshore oil rigs and 

tankers, marine envi-

ronmental protec-

tion, federal fisheries 

law enforcement, and drug interdiction. 

 Sector/Air Station Corpus Christi has changed a lot 

since it began as a lonely Air Detachment in 1950. Back then it 

served the entire western Gulf of Mexico with just one PBY-5 

Catalina amphibious fixed wing aircraft, four pilots and eleven 

crew members. It was later designated Air Station Corpus 

Christi, and in 1980 it became Group/Air Station Corpus 

Christi, operating as just one of thirteen CG Group units be-

tween Port OôConnor, Texas and the Mexican border. Finally, 

due to the sweeping changes affecting the CG after September 

2001, CG Sector Corpus Christi was commissioned in May of 

2005 by joining all the units from Port Lavaca to Brownsville 

under one unified command. Because Sectors serve their com-

munity as ñone-

stop-shoppingò 

for all major CG 

services, it was a 

natural progres-

sion to incorpo-

rate the Air Sta-

tion as well. Sec-

tor/Air Station 

Corpus Christi is 

the only dual airframe Sector/Air Station, and continues to serve 

as a model of success. 

Because of the close proximity to Mexico, there is a heavy focus 

on border efforts. This led to the creation of a Border Control 

Initiative in which the Customs and Border Protection (CBP), 

INS, Department of Agriculture and the CG share intelligence 

and combine enforcement efforts. The relationship with CBP in 

particular has been enhanced even more with the recent stand-up 

of the Unmanned Aerial Systems (UAS) program, a joint CG/

CBP effort intended to enhance the patrolling of our southern 

land and maritime borders. There are currently two dual quali-

fied MH-65C pilots who are flying the maritime version of the 

Predator-B alongside CBP crews from the National Air Security 

Operations Center (NASOC). Two Falcon pilots will attend 

UAS training in the summer and fall of 2011 for a total of four 

dual qualified UAS pilots. A Corpus UAS crew made history in 

the spring of 2011 when it was diverted to assist an MH-65C on 

a search for 3 people in the water off South Padre Island, mark-

ing the first ever UAS assist on a SAR case! 

             Each year, Sector/Air Station Corpus Christi conducts 

an average of 375 SAR cases, assists 445 people in distress, 

saves 148 lives, and saves $210,000 in property. It also seizes 

over 500 lbs of drugs, interdicts and detains over 100 illegal 

immigrants, maintains 1,300 aids to navigation, manages the 

safe arrival of 2,700 commercial vessels, conducts 900 facility 

visits, investi-

gates 230 marine 

related incidents, 

performs 375 

vessel inspec-

tions, and pro-

vides support for 

37 CG cutters 

and boats in the 

Atlantic Area 

fleet. Itôs a busy 

place! 

 Currently located onboard Naval Air Station Corpus 

Christi in an aging WWII hangar, CG Sector/Air Station Corpus 

Christi will transition to a brand new facility near Corpus Christi 

International Airport in 2013. This will be a better fit for the HC

-144 Ocean Sentry air-

craft that is scheduled to 

replace the HU-25 Fal-

con in 2013, and will 

finally consolidate all 

Sector departments un-

der one roof! Regardless 

of location, Sector/Air 

Station Corpus Christi 

will be a key part of the 

safety of South Texas 

and will remain Semper 

Paratus! 

 

   Sector/Air Station Corpus Christi 

By LT Bill Haywood, Aviator #3853 


